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Secretary of State Mike Pompeo speaks ata news conference at the State Department in Washington, Friday, Feb. 1,2019. 


Associated Press 


By DEB RIECHMANN, ROB¬ 
ERT BURNS and MATTHEW 
LEE 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Trump administration is pull¬ 
ing the plug on a decades- 
old nuclear arms treaty 


with Russia, lifting what it 
sees as unreasonable con¬ 
straints on competing with 
a resurgent Russia and a 


more assertive China. The 
move announced Friday 
sets the stage for delicate 
talks with U.S. a Hies over po¬ 


tential new American mis¬ 
sile deployments. 
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Trump health chief asks Congress to pass drug discountplan 


By RICARDO AIONSO- 
ZALDIVAR 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Trump administration's top 
health official asked Con¬ 
gress on Friday to pass its 
new prescription drug dis¬ 
count plan and provide it 
to all patients, notjustthose 
covered by government 
programs like Medicare. 

The plan would take now- 
hidden rebates among 
industry players like drug 
companies and insurers 
and channel them directly 
to consumers when they 
go to pay fortheir medica¬ 
tions. 

Patients with high drug co¬ 
pays stand to benefit from 
the proposal, while people 
who take no prescription 
drugs, orwho rely on gener¬ 
ics mainly, would probably 
pay somewhat more, since 
premiums are expected to 



In this Oct 26, 2018, file photo Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar speaks about 
proposed retbrmstD Medicate RartBdrug pricing policiesatthe Brookings Institute in Washington. 

Associated Press 


nse. 

A day after unveiling the 
plan as a proposed regu¬ 
lation, Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex 
Azar raised the stakes by 
calling on Congress to 
make it law and broaden it 
to include people covered 
by employer health insur¬ 
ance, not just Medicare 


and Medicaid beneficia¬ 
ries. 

'Congress has an oppor¬ 
tunity to follow through on 
their calls for transparency 
... by passing our proposal 
into law immediately and 
extending it into the com¬ 
mercial drug market," Azar 
said in a speech at the Bi¬ 
partisan Policy Centerthink 


tank. 

Ahead of next week's State 
of the Union speech, Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump is un¬ 
der political pressure to 
show results for his promise 
to slash prescription drug 
costs Data show that pric¬ 
es for brand-name drugs 
have continued to rise, 
though at a somewhat 
slower pace. Polls show 
consumersacrossthe politi¬ 
cal spectrum want govern¬ 
ment action. 

Democrats say the admin¬ 
istration's plan doesn't go 
far enough because it still 
leaves drug companies 
free to set high list prices. 
They say drug pricing is like 
a blackbox, and it's impos¬ 
sible to tell if prices reflect 
actual costs or if compa¬ 
nies are charging what 
they think the market will 
bear. 

House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi, D-Calif., says she's also 
worried thatthe plan would 
raise premiums HHS ac¬ 
knowledges Medicare pre¬ 
scription premiums would 
go up $3 to $5 a month. 
Nonetheless, the adminis¬ 
tration's proposal appears 
to be in the mix as Con¬ 
gress gears up to craft leg¬ 
islation addressing prescrip¬ 
tion drug costs. 

The complex plan would 
work by doing away with 
an exemption from federal 
a nti-kic kba c k rulesthat c ur- 
rently allows drug makers, 


insurers and middlemen 
called pharmacy benefit 
managers to negotiate re¬ 
bates among themselves. 
Drug companies pay re¬ 
bates to make sure their 
medications are covered 
by insurance plans that 
are the intermediaries be¬ 
tween them and patients 
HHS says hidden rebates 
can amount to up to 30 
percent of a drug's list 
price. Insurers say they use 
the money from rebates to 
hold down premiums for a II 
consumers. 

Underthe plan, the current 
anti-kickback exemption 
for industry rebates would 
be replaced with a new 
one for discounts offered 
directly to consumers 
Azar said the idea would 
reshape the drug pric¬ 
ing system, shifting it away 
from hidden rebates to 
upfront discounts, creat¬ 
ing pressure on drugmakers 
to keep prices down. The 
proposal was co-authored 
with the HHSinspectorgen- 
eral's office. 

Experts say it will take time 
to sort out all the potential 
consequences. 

Peter Bach, director of the 
Center for Health Policy 
and Outcomes at New 
York's Memorial Sloan Ket¬ 
tering Cancer Center, said 
the current system of re¬ 
bates harms patients who 
take costly drugs with high 
copays 
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Think people with cancer, 
patients with intractable 
illnesses such as multiple 
sclerosis or rheumatoid ar¬ 
thritis, and those who take 
brand-name medicines 
with no generic competi¬ 
tion. Patients' cost sharing 
isoften based on list prices, 
not the cost of the drug af¬ 
terrebates. 

'Simply put, those on no 
medications at all will just 
see their premiums go up 
and see no savings be¬ 
cause they don't take 
any medicine," said Bach. 
'Those on generics only 
may be essentially in this 
category (aswell). 

"But those on expensive 
medications ... they will 
see savings in total," he 
added. More than half a 
million people filled at least 
$50,000 in prescriptions in 
2014, according to an Ex¬ 
press Scripts report. 

Insurers and pharmacy 
benefit managers like Ex¬ 
press Scripts and CVS op¬ 
pose the administration 
plan, saying it will under¬ 
cut their ability to bargain 
with drugmakers for lower 
prices 

Drugmakers have ap¬ 
plauded the administra¬ 
tion's action. 

Consumers are worried 
about prices for brand- 
name drugs, particularly 
new medications that 
promise breakthrough re¬ 
sults. Generics account for 
nearly 90 percent of pre¬ 
scriptions filled, but brand- 
name drugs account for 
more than 70 percent of 
the spending.Azar con¬ 
tends that under the cur¬ 
rent system everybody but 
the patient benefits from 
high prices A high list price 
makes room for bigger ne¬ 
gotiated rebates for insur¬ 
ers and middlemen. And 
drugmakers then merely 
build that expectation into 
theirprices 

Before joining the Trump 
administration, Azar was 
a top executive for drug- 
maker Eli Lilly. That led to 
criticism that he would be 
an industry pawn. But the 
drugmakers vehemently 
disagree with some of his 
other ideas, including an 
experiment using lower in¬ 
ternational drug prices to 
cut so me Medicare costs.Q 
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State Department deputy spokesperson Robert Ralladino stands 
on stage with Sec letary of Slate Mike Fompeo a she speaks ata 
news conference atthe State Department in Washington, Friday, 
Feb. 1, 2019. 

Associated ness 


Continued from Front 

In explaining his deci¬ 
sion, which he had fore¬ 
shadowed months ago, 
President Donald Trump 
accused Moscow of vio¬ 
lating the 1987 Intermedi¬ 
ate-Range Nuclear Forces 
treaty with "impunity" by 
deploying banned mis¬ 
siles Moscow denies it is in 
violation and has accused 
Washington of resisting its 
efforts to resolve the dis 
pute. 

Democrats in Congress 
and some armscontrol ad¬ 
vocates criticized Trump's 
decision as opening the 
doorto an arms race. 

"The U.S. threatto terminate 
the treaty will not bring Rus 
sia back into compliance 
and could unleash a dan¬ 
gerous and costly new mis 
sile competition between 
the United States and Rus 
sia in Europe and beyond," 
the private Arms Control 
Association said. It argued 
that Washington had not 
exhausted options for 
drawing Russia back into 
compliance. 

Trump said in a statement 


that the U.S. will "move for¬ 
ward" with developing its 
own military response op- 
tionsto Russia's banned de¬ 
ployment of cruise missiles 
that could target western 
Europe. 

'We cannot be the only 
country in the world unilat¬ 
erally bound by this treaty, 
or any other," Trump said. 
Other officials said the 
treaty could still be saved if 
Russia reverses course and 
returns to compliance, but 
thatwindow of opportunity 
will close in six months when 
the American withdrawal is 
due to take effect. 

The Trump decision reflects 
his administration's view 
thatthe armstreaty wasan 
unacceptable obstacle to 
more forcefully confront¬ 
ing not only Russia but also 
China. China's military has 
grown mightily since the 
treaty was signed, and the 
pact has prevented the 
U.S. from deploying weap¬ 
ons to counter some of 
those being developed in 
Beijing. 

Leaving the INF pact, how¬ 
ever, risks aggravating rela¬ 


tions with European allies, 
who share the administra¬ 
tion's view that Russia is vi¬ 
olating the treaty but who 
have not endorsed a U.S. 
withdrawal. 

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, speaking to re¬ 
porters after Trump's state¬ 
ment, said Russia will be for¬ 
mally notified on Saturday 
thatthe U.S. is withdrawing 
from the treaty, effective 
in six months. In the mean¬ 
time, starting Saturday, the 
U.S. will suspend its obliga¬ 
tions under the treaty. 
Pompeo said that if, in the 
coming six months, Rus¬ 
sia accepts U.S. demands 
that it verifiably destroy the 
cruise missiles that Wash¬ 
ington claims are a viola¬ 
tion, then the treaty can be 
saved. If it does not, 'the 
treaty terminates," he said. 
Administration officials 
have dismissed concerns 
that the treaty's demise 
could triggera race to de¬ 
velop and deploy more 
interned iate-range mis¬ 
siles. U.S. officials have 
emphasized their fear that 
C hina, whic h is not pa rty to 
the treaty, is gaining a sig¬ 
nificant military advantage 
in Asia by deploying large 
numbers of missiles with 
ranges beyond the treaty's 
limit. Whether the U.S. will 
now respond by deploying 
INF noncomplia nt missiles in 
Asia is unc lea r. In a ny c a se, 
it seems unlikely Beijing 
would agree to any negoti¬ 
ated limits on its weaponry. 
Russia accused the U.S. of 
unilaterally seeking to neu¬ 
ter the treaty. 

"I 'congratulate' the whole 
world; the United States 
has taken another step to¬ 
ward its destruction today," 
said Konstantin Kosachev, 
head of the foreign affairs 
committee in Russia 'supper 


house of parliament. 

INF was the first aims con¬ 
trol measure to ban an 
entire class of weapons: 
ground-launched cruise 
missiles with a range be¬ 
tween 500 kilometers (310 
miles) and 5,500 kilome¬ 
ters (3,400 miles). At the 
time, in the late stages of 
the Cold War, the U.S. and 
its allies were mainly con¬ 
cerned by the perceived 
threat of Russian medium- 
range nuclear missiles that 
were targeted at Europe. 
The U.S. deployed similar 
missiles in response, in the 
1980s, leading to negotia¬ 
tions that produced the INF 
treaty. Rep. Adam Smith, a 
Washington state Demo¬ 
crat and new chairman 
of the Flouse Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee, blasted 
Trump for raising the risk of 
nuclear war. 'The adminis¬ 
tration's ideological aver¬ 
sion to arms control as a 
toolforadvancing national 
security is endangering our 
safety, aswell asthatof our 
allies and partners," Smith 
said. 'The risk of miscalcula¬ 
tion or misunderstanding is 
already higherthan at any 
point since the end of the 
Cold War, and this decision 
only makes it worse." 

U.S. officials say they have 
little reason to think Mos¬ 
cow will change its stance 
in the next six months. 

'We have raised Russia's 
noncompliance with Rus¬ 
sian officials — including at 
the highest levels of gov¬ 
ernment — more than 30 
times," Pompeo said. 'We 
have provided Russia an 
ample window of time to 
mend its way. Tomorrow 
that time runs out." 

J ensStoltenberg, the NATO 
secretary-general, said in 
an interview Friday with The 
Associated Press that Rus¬ 


sia can still save the treaty 
by returning to compliance 
before the U.S. withdrawal 
takes effect. 

"But at the same time, we 
have started to assess the 
consequences, look into 
options," Stoltenberg said. 
'We need to make sure 
that we respond as an alli¬ 
ance, all 29 allies, because 
all allies are involved and 
all a Hies a re affected." 
Trump said his administra¬ 
tion will move forward with 
developing military re¬ 
sponse options But senior 
Trump administration offi¬ 
cials said they don't expect 
any immediate testing or 
deployment of weapons 
that are banned underthe 
treaty. The current Penta¬ 
gon budget includes $48 
million for research on po¬ 
tential military responses to 
the alleged Russian viola¬ 
tions, but U.S. officials said 
the options do not include 
a nuclear missile. 

The officials, speaking after 
Trump's announcement, 
said the U.S. is not in position 
to flight test, let alone de¬ 
ploy, INF noncomplia nt mis¬ 
siles as a counter to Russia 
any time soon. The officials 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity under ground rules 
set by the White House. 

One official said allies will 
be consulted before any 
decisions are made on re¬ 
sponding to any Russian 
missiles. 

Leaving the treaty would 
allow the Trump adminis¬ 
tration to counter the Chi¬ 
nese, but it's unclear how it 
would do that. U.S. security 
concerns are complicated 
by what U.S. intelligence 
officials earlier this week 
called efforts by China and 
Russia to expand theirglob- 
al influence, particularly in 
Asia and the Middle East.Q 
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NewJ eisey Democ tatic Sen. Cory Bookerlaunches 2020 bid 



U.S Sen. Cory Booker, D-NJ, leaves ABC studios in New Yoik after an appearance on The View, 
Friday, Feb. 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 

Sen. Cory Booker on Fri¬ 
day declared his bid for 
the presidency in 2020 with 
a sweeping call to unite a 
deeply polarized nation 
around a "common sense 
of purpose." 

Ihe New J ersey Democrat, 
who is the second black 
candidate in a primary 
field that's already histori¬ 
cally diverse, delivered his 
message of unity amid an 
era marked by bitter politi¬ 
cal division. He announced 
his run on the first day of 
Black History Month, under¬ 
scoring his consequential 
status as America's poten¬ 
tial second black president 
after Ba ra c k 0 ba ma. 

"I believe that we can 
build a country where no 
one is forgotten, no one is 
left behind; where parents 
can put food on the table; 
where there are good-pay¬ 
ing jobs with good benefits 
in every neighborhood; 
where our criminal justice 
system keeps us safe, in¬ 
stead of shuffling more chil¬ 
dren into cagesand coffins; 
where we see the faces of 
our leaders on television 
and feel pride, not shame," 
Bookersaid in a video mes¬ 
sage to supporters, subtly 
jabbing at President Don¬ 
ald Trump. 


"It is not a matter of can 
we, it's a matter of do we 
have the collective will, the 
American will?" he added. 
"I believe we do." 

Booker enters what's shap¬ 
ing up to be a crowded 
presidential primary, with 
three of his fellow Demo¬ 
cratic senators — Elizabeth 
Warren of Massachusetts, 
Kamala Harris of California 
and Kirsten Gillibrand of 
New York — already either 
declared or exploring a 


run. But he's spent months 
telegraphing his intentions 
to join the race, visiting the 
early-voting states of Iowa, 
New Hampshire and South 
Carolina to build connec¬ 
tions with key powerbro- 
kers. He already has slated 
trips back to those states 
la terthis month. 

Booker began reaching 
out to key constituencies 
on Friday, calling in to three 
radio shows popular with 
black and Hispanic listen¬ 


ers. He spoke in fluent Span¬ 
ish during his interview with 
Univision, vowing to work 
closely with 'the Latino 
community,"and discussed 
his support for marijuana 
legalization in another in¬ 
terview. 

A former mayor of Newark, 
New Jersey's largest city, 
Booker spoke to reporters 
outside his home there on 
Friday and acknowledged 
that his optimistic tone may 
not resonate with some 


Democratic voters But 
"love ain't easy," he added. 
The senator also weighed 
in on strategies to achieve 
universal health care that 
have shaken up the early 
Democratic field, saying 
that he would not eliminate 
the private insurance indus¬ 
try outright — a stance his 
rival and friend, California 
Sen. Kamala Harris, recently 
took heat forappearing to 
endorse during a televised 
town hall. 

Booker won a special Sen¬ 
ate election in 2013 to 
replace Democrat Frank 
Lautenbeng and then won 
a full Senate term in 2014. 
He will be able to run for 
a second full Senate term 
in 2020 while running for 
president, thanks to a law 
that New J ersey's governor 
signed in November. 

But that doesn't mean the 
49-year-old lawmaker's 
path to the nomination will 
be easy. As many as five 
more Democratic sena¬ 
tors could soon mount their 
own primary bids, creating 
a competition for voters' 
attention, and several of 
Booker's rival presidential 
hopefulsbring highername 
recognition to a race that 
may also feature popular 
former Vice President Joe 
Biden.Q 


Viiginia governor a pologizes for 
meist imagery in yearbook 



Viiginia Gov. Ftalph Northam prepares to address a news con¬ 
ference atthe Capitol in Richmond, Va., Thursday, J an. 31,2019. 

Associated Press 


By ALAN SUDERMAN 
Associated Ftess 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Vir¬ 
ginia Gov. Ralph Northam 
acknowledged Friday that 
he appears in a photo on 
his 1984 medical school 
yearbook page that shows 
a person in blackface and 
another wearing a Ku Klux 
Klan robe. 


The revelation of the pho¬ 
tograph prompted some 
Republicans to call for 
his resignation. Northam 
quickly apologized. 

The Democratic governor 
confirmed in a statement 
that he was in the photo 
wearing a costume 'that 
is clearly racist and offen¬ 
sive." Northam did not say 


which costume he was 
wearing. 

'This behavior is not in 
keeping with who I am to¬ 
day and the values I have 
fought for throughout my 
career in the military, in 
medicine, and in public 
service. But I want to be 
clear, I understand how this 
decision shakes Virginians' 
faith in that commitment," 
he said. 

Republica n state Sen. Bryce 
Reeves said in a statement 
that Northam should resign 
if the reports of the photos 
are accurate. 

"I hope that this picture is 
inaccurate and that the 
Governor brings clarity to 
this issue. This has no place 
in Virg inia," Reeves sa id. 

If Northam were to resign, 


Lt. Gov. J ustin Fairfax, who 
is African-American, would 
assume the governor's of¬ 
fice. 

For now, Northam's close 
allies haven't said anything 
publicly. Democratic Sen. 
J ennifer McClellan, a well- 
known African-American 
lawmaker from Richmond, 
just shook her head when 
approached by a reporter 
seeking comment. 

The Virginian-Pilot obtained 
a copy of the photo Friday 
from Eastern Virginia Medi¬ 
cal School library, which 
Northam attended. The 
photo shows two people 
looking at the camera — 
one in blackface wearing 
a hat, bow tie and plaid 
pants; the other in white 
Klan robes 


The yearbook images were 
first published by the con¬ 
servative news outlet Big 
League Politics. An Associ¬ 
ated Press reporter saw the 
yearbook page and con¬ 
firmed its authenticity at 
the medical school. 
Northam, a folksy pediatric 
neurologist who is personal 
friendswith many GOP law¬ 
makers, has recently come 
underfire from Republicans 
who have accused him of 
backing infanticide after 
he said he supported a bill 
loosening restrictions on 
late-term abortions Last 
week, Florida's secretary of 
state resigned after photos 
from a 2005 Halloween par¬ 
ty showed him in blackface 
while dressed as a Hurri¬ 
cane Katrina victimO 
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Human toll of cold: more than 2 dozen dead, hundreds hurt 



In this J an 30,2019, file photo, a firefighter walks past an ice-en- 
c rusted home after an eariy morning house fire in St Raul, Minn. 

Associated Press 


By STEVE KARNOWSK1 and 
TAMMY WEBBER 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — The dan¬ 
gerous cold and heavy 
snow that hobbled the 
northern U.S. this week 
has retreated, but not be¬ 
fore exacting a human 
toll: more than two dozen 
weather-related deaths in 
eight states and hundreds 
of injuries, including frost¬ 
bite, broken bones, heart 
attacks and carbon mon¬ 
oxide poisoning. 

In Illinois alone, hospitals 
reported more than 220 
cases of frostbite and hy¬ 
pothermia since Tuesday, 
when the polar vortex 
moved in and overnight 
temperatures plunged to 
minus 30 (minus 34 Celsius) 
or lower — with wind chills 
of minus 50 (minus 45 Cel¬ 
sius) orworse in some areas 
Hennepin Healthcare in 
Minneapolis normally sees 
around 30frostbite patients 
in an entire winter. It admit¬ 
ted 18 in the past week, 
spokeswoman Christine Hill 
said Friday. 

"I definitely saw more frost¬ 
bite than I've ever seen in 
my entire career just in the 
lastthree days,"said Dr. An¬ 
drea Rowland-Fischer, an 
emergency department 
physician at Hennepin 
Healthcare. 

Most of those patients, she 
said, had underlying prob¬ 
lems that made it difficult 
for them to take care of 
themselves: the develop- 
mentallydelayed,the men¬ 
tally ill, the very young and 
the very old. They also in¬ 
cluded people with injuries 
related to drugs and alco¬ 
hol — people who passed 
out or did not realize they 
were cold orinjured. 

"It's heartbreaking when 
there are people who can't 
take care of themselves 
and get exposed, just be¬ 
cause they either escape 
from the care that they're 
being given or because 
they're not being super¬ 
vised." 

Others got frostbite on 
their way to work after be¬ 
ing exposed to the cold 
for a short time, often on 
their hands, feet, ears and 
face. That included people 
whose cars would not start 
or who got stuck outside 


for other reasons, a swell as 
those who just d id not think 
they could get frostbitten 
so quickly and went out¬ 
side without glovesorother 
protective gear. 

Several required "maxi¬ 
mal treatment," admission 
to the hospital's bum unit 
for therapies that include 
drugs to restore circulation 
to try to avoid amputations. 
Some of them will probably 
still require amputations, 
a decision usually made 
by bum doctors four to 10 
daysafterthe injury. 

Many people decided to 
stay home even when they 
were sick to avoid slippery 
roads and subzero tem¬ 
peratures. In western Michi¬ 
gan, a health care system's 
online service saw a major 
spike this week. 

More than 400 people over 
four days used Spectrum 
Health's Med Now to see a 
nurse practitioner or a phy¬ 
sic ia n's a ssista nt a b o ut no n- 
emergency issues, such as 
aches, rashes, cold and flu, 
said J oe Brennan, Med Now 
senior director. Most used 
an app on theirphone. "The 
usual four-day volume is 
250. 

"We had soreness-and- 
sickness calls from people 
who were shoveling 2 V 2 
feet of snow," Brennan said. 
"Instead of going to urgent 
care oran emergency de¬ 
partment, they had an op¬ 
tion to stay at home." 
Another danger was from 
carbon monoxide. A family 
of nine in Wheeling, Illinois, 
a bout 30 miles northwest of 
Chicago, was taken to lo¬ 
cal hospitals after heating 
their home with a charcoal 
grill. In Rockford, Illinois, four 
people were treated be¬ 
cause they had warmed 
up cars in a closed garage 
or because a furnace vent 
became blocked by ice 
and snow. 

The snow that accompa¬ 
nied the cold also caused 
problems. 

In Raymond, New Hamp¬ 
shire, the driver of a state 
Department of Transporta¬ 
tion vehicle was struck in 
the head Thursday afterice 
and snow flew off a truck 
ahead and broke through 
the windshield. 

The driver was hospitalized 
with a laceration to the 


head and other possible 
injuries. 

In just a two-day period, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Mercyhealth in Rockford 
treated 15 people for bro¬ 
ken bones from falling on 
the ice, 10 people who 
were in carcrashescaused 
by snow and eight people 
who complained of chest 
pain or shortness of breath 
from shoveling snow, hospi- 
ta I offic ia Is sa id. 

Rockford broke recorded 
a record low of minus 31 
degrees Thursday, but the 
hospital only treated two 
cases of frostbite, emer¬ 
gency physician Dr. John 
Pakiela said. 

"It was Antarctic a there for 
a few days ... but I think 
people listened to profes¬ 
sional advice and heeded 
warnings," about staying 


indoors or bundling up, he 
said. 

By Friday, the deep freeze 
had mostly abated, with 
temperatures climbing as 
high as the low 20s (minus 
5 or6Celsius) in Minneapo- 
lisand Chicago. In western 


North Dakota, the temper¬ 
ature in Dickinson climbed 
above freezing (0 Celsius) 
by midmoming — a jump 
of nearly 60 degrees com¬ 
pared with Tuesday's low of 
minus 17 degrees (minus 27 
Celsius)0 
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Family made billions on opioid as crisis raged, filing says 



In this Aug. 17, 2018 file photo, family and fiiends who have lost loved ones to OxyContin and 
opioid oveidoses protest outside Purdue Pharma headquarteisin Stamford, Conn. 

Associated Press 


By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
and GEOFF MULVIHLL 
Assoc iated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — The fam¬ 
ily behind OxyContin raked 
in billions of dollars as it 
pushed to keep patients 
on the powerful painkiller 
longer despite evidence 
that the drug was helping 
to fuel the nation's deadly 
opioid crisis, Massachusetts 
authorities allege in newly 
public court documents 
While aggressively market¬ 
ing OxyContin, the Sackler 


family also sought to profit 
off the drug abuse crisis its 
company helped create 
by exploring selling drugs 
used to treat addiction 
and reverse overdoses, 
state lawyers contend in 
previously secret parts of 
their la wsuitagainst Purdue 
Pharma. 

Attorney General Maura 
Healey is suing Connecti¬ 
cut-based Purdue Pharma, 
along with some company 
executives and members 
of the wealthy Sac kler fam¬ 


ily, in an effort to hold them 
accountable for the toll of 
the state's drug crisis Mas 
sachusetts' is the first state 
case to personally name 
members of the Sackler 
clan, whose name is em¬ 
blazoned on walls at some 
of the world's great muse¬ 
ums and universities 
Purdue had fought to keep 
the new allegations se¬ 
cret, but three courts ruled 
against the company. Its 
lawyers said afterthe whol¬ 
ly unredacted complaint 
was released late Thursday 
that Massachusetts is try¬ 
ing to "single out Purdue, 
blame it for the entire opi¬ 
oid crisis, and try the case in 
the court of public opinion 
rather than the justice sys¬ 
tem." 

Health officials say nearly 
48,000 overdose deaths in 
the U.S. in 2017 involved 
some type of opioid, in¬ 
cluding illicit drugs. 
Massachusetts accuses 
Purdue of keeping track of 
doctors who were poten¬ 
tially overprescribing Oxy¬ 
Contin, but failing to report 
them to authorities. In 2012, 
one Purdue employee told 
an executive thatthe com¬ 
pany should tell insurance 
companies the names of 
the doctors suspected of 
illegal prescribing, calling it 
the "right and ethical thing 
to do." 

"If it reduces abuse and 
diversion of opioids then it 


seems like something we 
should be doing," the em¬ 
ployee wrote in an email. 
The executive rejected the 
employee's suggestion, 
and the secret list of the 
suspected illegal prescrib- 
ers, known as "Region Zaro," 
continued to be kept, law¬ 
yers say in the complaint. 
The lawsuit, filed in state 
court, also details tactics 
that the state says Purdue 
and the Sacklers used to 
keep patients on the drugs 
longer and get more pa¬ 
tients taking higher doses 
— even asthat made them 
more prone to addiction. 
Meanwhile, the Sacklers 
paid themselves more than 
$4 billion from 2007 through 
last year, according to the 
lawsuit. 

Richard Sackler, who 
served as Purdue presi¬ 
dent for several years, told 
management in a 2008 
email that they should 
"measure our performance 
by Rx's by strength, giving 
higher measures to higher 
strengths." 

Years later, the state says 
in the suit, consulting firm 
McKinsey & Co. advised 
Purdue that it could in¬ 
crease opioid prescriptions 
by sending sales reps doz¬ 
ens of times peryearto visit 
prolific prescribers. 

The Sackler family was 
given a report in 2012 that 
found savingscardsto help 
pay forOxyContin led to 60 
percent more patients us¬ 
ing the drug for more than 
three months. An internal 
company report from that 
year found that every dol¬ 
lar invested in the savings 
cards brought in more than 
$4 in additional sales 
In 2014 and 2015, Purdue 
considered selling subox- 
one, a drug used to treat 
addiction, the lawsuit says. 
"It is an attractive market," 
an internal memo read, ac¬ 
cording to the suit. 

The company later ex¬ 
plored selling naloxone — 
known by its brand name 
Narcan — which reverses 
overdoses, the state's law¬ 
yers contend. A presenta¬ 
tion made to the board 
in 2016 said that Narcan 
could bring in $24 million 
in sales to Purdue through 
2025, the c o mp la int sa ys. 
"Purdue's analysis of the 


market for Narcan con¬ 
firmed that they saw the 
opioid epidemic asa mon¬ 
ey-making opportunity and 
that the Sacklers under¬ 
stood — in private, when 
no one was watching — 
how Purdue's opioids put 
patients at risk," attorneys 
fo r M a ssa c husetts wrote. 
Purdue said the lawsuit is 
taking pieces of company 
documents out of context. 
"Massachusetts seeks to 
publicly vilify Purdue, its ex¬ 
ecutives, employees and 
directors while unfairly un¬ 
dermining the important 
work we have taken to ad¬ 
dress the opioid addiction 
crisis," the company said in 
an email. 

The company said it was 
doing due diligence on 
buying rights to the anti¬ 
addiction drug, which was 
already on the market. Pur¬ 
due never went into the 
suboxone or naloxone busi¬ 
ness. 

The suit is one of more 
than 1,000 by state and lo¬ 
cal governments pending 
against Purdue. A federal 
judge in Cleveland over¬ 
seeing lawsuits filed in fed¬ 
eral court is pushing for a 
settlement aimed at stem¬ 
ming the crisis 
Massachusetts lawyers say 
while the company was 
secretly considering ways 
to profit off trying to cure 
addictions, it was while 
publicly deflecting blame 
for the crisis. For instance, 
Richard Sackler said in an 
email atone point that the 
company had to "have to 
hammer on the abusers," 
calling them 'the problem" 
and "recklesscriminals." 
Jonathan Novak, a Dallas 
lawyer who is represent¬ 
ing several governments, 
including the state of Utah 
and the city of Albuquer¬ 
que, in lawsuits against the 
drug industry, said the Mas¬ 
sachusetts lawsuit could 
provide a roadmap of 
documents for other plain¬ 
tiffs Novak said the state's 
approach is important to 
the telling of the opioid cri¬ 
sis story. 

'These are the people who 
invented the drug,"he said. 
'These are people who 
blame patients who got 
addicted and call them 
criminals."q 
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Ibp U.S cardinal let priest accused 
of sexual abuse lead Mass 


In this Nov. 13, 2017, file photo. Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of the 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, president of the United 
Slates Conference of Catholic Bishops, speaks at a news con¬ 
ference during the USCCBsannual fell meeting in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated FYess 
HOUSTON (AP) — The car 

dinal who leads the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops allowed a priest to 
celebrate Mass the same 
day his name was among 
those released on a list of 
clergy credibly accused of 
sexual abuse. 

Cardinal Daniel DiNardo 
told the Rev. John T Keller 
on Wednesday evening 
that he would be placed 
on administrative leave the 
next day, the Archdiocese 
of Galveston-Houston said 
in a statement Friday. 
DiNardo allowed Keller to 
lead the 9 a.m. Thursday 
Massathisparish, the state¬ 
ment said, because Keller 
"was already scheduled to 
celebrate" it. 

Hours later, Keller was listed 
among 40 members of the 
clergy as having been re¬ 
moved from ministry due 
to "recent allegations cur¬ 
rently under investigation." 
Fourteen dioceses in Texas 
on Thursday named those 
credibly accused ofabuse, 
identifying 286 priests and 
others accused of sexually 
abusing children. 

Michael Norris, a member 
of the advocacy group 


Survivors Network of those 
Abused by Priests, accused 
DiNardo Friday of "waiting 
until the last minute to re¬ 
move" Keller because he 
knew the case was getting 
media attention. 

Letting Keller celebrate 
Mass on Thursday morning 
was "nonsense," Norris said. 
'The idea is when you re¬ 
move someone from min¬ 
istry, you remove someone 
from ministry," Norris said. 
'You remove the accused 
immediately." 

As head of the Catho¬ 
lic bishops, DiNardo has 
shaped the U.S. Catholic 
Church's response to the 
clergy abuse crisis and met 
with Pope Francis about 
the issue. 

At the same time, his han¬ 
dling of cases in Houston 
has come under question. 
Another local priest, Rev. 
Manuel La Rosa-Lopez, was 
charged in Septemberwith 
four counts of indecency 
with a child. Two people 
who said La Rosa-Lopez 
victimized them told The As¬ 
sociated Pressthat they felt 
DiNardo didn't do enough 
to stop La Rosa-Lopez, who 
wasalso on the list released 
Thursday. 

DiNardo and the arch¬ 


diocese said they recently 
received new allegations 
against Keller. 

But allegations that Keller 
let a 16-year-old boy drink 
alcohol and then fondled 
him have been public 
since at least 2003, when 
The Dallas Morning News 
reported that Keller was 
ordered to undergo coun¬ 
seling 'to ensure he is not at 
risk for any future inappro¬ 
priate behavior." 

According to the news¬ 
paper, Catholic officials in 
Houston said then that the 
conduct "did not fit for it 
to be identified as sexual 
abuse" and let Keller re¬ 
main at his pa rish, Prince of 
Peace Catholic Communi¬ 
ty in northwest Houston. 
CBS News broadcast an in¬ 


terview with the man in No¬ 
vember and another inter¬ 
view Thursday with a sec¬ 
ond person who accused 
Kelleroftouching him inap¬ 
propriately when he was8. 
The archdiocese declined 
to comment on Keller's 
case beyond its statement, 


in which it said it had re¬ 
ported allegations against 
Keller to civil authorities 
and that it encouraged 
victims to cooperate with 
any investigation. 

Kelierwasstill listed asPrince 
of Peace's pastor on the 
parish's web site Friday.Q 


Report: 1C E doesn't 
always hold contractors 
accountable 


PHOENIX (AP) — A gov¬ 
ernment report has found 
that the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
agency doesn't always 
hold contractors who care 
for detained immigrants 
accountable. 

The report by the Office 
of the Inspector General 
dated Tuesday found ICE 
doesn't routinely impose 
financial penalties on con¬ 
tractors for deficiencies 
such as failing to report 
problems such assexua I as¬ 
saults or misconduct to the 
agency. 

The government report 
specifically focused on the 
use of quality assurance 
plans built into ICE con¬ 


tracts with private compa¬ 
nies or governments ICE 
contracts out most of its 
detention services 
The inspector general 
found only 28 of the 106 
facilities it investigated had 
such plans in their con¬ 
tracts ICE has more than 
200 facilities that detain im¬ 
migrants, but not all were 
included in this report. 
"Instead of holding facili¬ 
ties accountable through 
financial penalties, ICE is¬ 
sued waivers to facilities 
with deficient conditions, 
seeking to exempt them 
from having to comply with 
certain detention stan¬ 
dards," the report statesO 
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Ex-Ivory Coast leader released by international couit 



In this Wednesday Jan. 16, 2019, file image supporteis of former Ivory Coast Resident Laurent 
Gbagbo celebrate outside the International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands. 

Associated Press 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Ivory Coast's ex- 
president and a former 
youth minister were re¬ 
leased from International 
Criminal Court custody Fri¬ 
day, more than two weeks 
after they were acquitted 
of involvement in deadly 
violence that erupted after 
their country's 2010 elec¬ 
tion. 

J udge C hile Eboe-Osuji sa id 
that former President Lau¬ 
rent Gbagbo and Charles 
Ble Goude should be freed 
under conditions intended 
'to protect the integrity of 
the process." Prosecutors 
are expected to appeal 
their acquittals. 

Gbagbo, who smiled 
broadly and waved to sup¬ 
porters in the court's gal¬ 
lery after the ruling, was 
released Friday evening 
along with Ble Goude. they 
were taken to an undis¬ 
closed location. 

Eboe-Osuji instructed court 
officials to identify a coun¬ 
try willing to accept Gbag¬ 
bo and Ble Goude and to 
look into "interim measures" 


that could be taken in the 
meantime. 

Among the conditions 
imposed, the men must 
pledge to return to court if 
they a re told to, turn in their 
passports and not leave 
the country that agrees to 


house them, report weekly 
to police or the court and 
not contact witnesses or 
talk to the press a bout their 
case. 

Gbagbo had been in cus¬ 
tody at the court since No¬ 
vember 2011. Ble Goude 


was jailed nearly five years 
ago. 

J ubilantsupportersdanced 
and chanted "Released!"in 
French outside the court. 
"We are very happy for Mr. 
Ble Goude and his family 
that he's finally released," 


his lawyer Geert-Jan 
Knoopstold reportersatthe 
court. He said Ble Goude 
likely would be released Fri¬ 
day evening, but it was not 
clearwhere orwhen. 
Prosecution lawyers had 
urged judgesto release the 
men only with conditions 
to ensure they return to 
the court for their appeals 
phase. Defense lawyers 
had urged theirimmediate, 
unconditional release. 

G bag bo's lawyer, Emman¬ 
uel Altit, told judges: "His 
innocence has been rec¬ 
ognized by the judges and 
it is impossible to limit the 
freedom of an innocent 
person." 

Trial judges at first ordered 
the immediate release of 
Gbagbo and Ble Goude 
after their Jan. 15 ac¬ 
quittals, but they have 
remained jailed amid 
wrangling over whether 
judges should impose con¬ 
ditions on their freedom 
or even keep them in de¬ 
tention if it proved impos¬ 
sible to release them with 
conditionsQ 


Italy's Salvini backs EU train line opposed by govt partner 



Italian Deputy Premier and Interior Minister, Matteo SaMni, visits the construction site of a high¬ 
speed railway project in Chiomonte, nearTurin, Italy, Biday, Feb. 1 , 2019. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Italian Dep¬ 
uty Premier Matteo Salvini 
said he supports a review 
of a high-speed railway 
project stalled by protests 
for decades but thinks the 
project should be com¬ 
pleted despite opposition 
to it by his government co¬ 
alition partner, the 5-Star 
Movement. 

Ihe TAV line — the Lyon-to- 
Turin section of a larger EU 
project connecting south¬ 
ern EU nations with eastern 
Europe — is proving to be 
another source of tension 
within the Italian govern¬ 
ment ahead of European 
Parliament elections in May 
thatcould rebalance pow¬ 
er in the coalition. 

Italy also risks another dis¬ 
pute with neighboring 
France, with which it has 
clashed recently over mi¬ 
gration and the 5-Stars' 
support for France's anti- 
govemment yellow vests 
activists. 

During a snowy visit to 
Chiomonte in Turin, where 


workers have been digging 
a tunnel forthe high-speed 
train project, Salvini noted 
that 25 kilometers (15 miles) 
of tunnel have already 
been cleared. 

'Turning back will cost us 
as much as going ahead," 
he said, in reference to the 
penalties Italy would face 


from partners if it pulls out. 
But a 5-Star spokesman in 
parliament, Francesco 31- 
vestri, shot back that the 
train tunnel work had hard¬ 
ly been started. 

"Salvini went to see the 
TAV construction site. But is 
it only a 5-meter hole that 
was necessary to study if 


the project is doable," 31- 
vestri said. 

The Turin-Lyon Observatory, 
a government office, says 
28.9 kilometers (18 miles) 
of a total of 162 kilometers 
(100 miles) of tunnel have 
been completed, 7 kilome¬ 
ters (4.4 miles) in Italy and 
the rest in France. 


The tunnel, including two 
parallel tubes and con¬ 
necting chambers, itself will 
be 57 kilometers(35.4 miles) 
lo ng, ma king it a c ritic allink 
in a wider EU project. 

Italy's new populist govern¬ 
ment suspended the rail 
line work in July for a study, 
but the project has been 
beset by many previous 
delays due to protests 
The 5-Star Movement has 
long opposed the project 
as too costly and initially as 
environmentally damag¬ 
ing. 

While the No-TAV move¬ 
ment has long been a fix¬ 
ture of the Italian protest 
scene, with violent clashes 
in 2005, entrepreneurs who 
are a big part of Salvini's 
League party base have 
begun to push the neces¬ 
sity of the high-speed rail. 
France also has an inter¬ 
est in completing the tun¬ 
nel, which would serve 
both freight and passenger 
trains, reducing the travel 
time from M ila n-to-Pa ris 
from seven hours to 4 1/2 
hoursO 
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Iran beginsmarking 40th a nniveisary of Islamic Revolution 





This Saturday, J an. 19, 2019, photo, shows the shrine of Iran's 
tevolutionaiy founder Ayatollah Khomeini, just outside of Teh¬ 
ran, Iran. 

Associated Press 


By NASSER KARIMI 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Ira n on 

Friday began celebrations 
to mark the 40th anniversa¬ 
ry of the 1979 Islamic Revo¬ 
lution that toppled the U.S.- 
backed shah, overturned 
2,500 years of monarchical 
rule and brought hard-line 
Shiite clericsto power. 

"The climactic events that 
year — from revolutionaries 
in the streets of Tehran to 
blindfolded American hos¬ 
tages in the U.S. Embassy 
hostage crisis months later 
— not only changed Iran's 
history but also helped 
shape today'sMiddle East. 
The festivities start every 
year on Feb. 1 — the day 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho¬ 
meini returned home from 
France after 14 years in 
exile, to become the su¬ 


preme leaderofthe Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

Across Iran, sirens wailed 
from trains and boats, while 
church bells tolled at 9:33 
a.m. — the exact time that 
Khomeini's chartered Air 


France Boeing 747touched 
down 40 years ago at Teh¬ 
ran's Mehrabad Interna¬ 
tional Airport. 

The festivities, known as the 
'Ten Days of Dawn," con¬ 
clude on Feb. 11, the date 


Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi's government col¬ 
lapsed after brief clashes 
between some army units 
and revolutionary gunmen, 
following nationwide pro¬ 
tests. 

As part of the celebra¬ 
tions, many Tehran build¬ 
ings, mostly government 
institutions and offices, 
were draped in the colors 
of Iran's green, white and 
red flag while multicolored 
lights decorated the main 
streets 

Car drivers turned on their 
headlights and honked in 
celebration as helicopters 
dropped clusters of flowers 
along Khomeini's 21-mile 
route from the airport to the 
Behesht-e-Shra cemetery 
in southern Tehran where 
he made his first speech 


back home and where his 
tomb stands tod ay. 

Ira nia n offic ia Is — inc lud ing 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei and President 
Hassan Rouhani — paid 
homage Wednesday at 
Khomeini's tomb 'to renew 
allegiance"to him. 

At a ceremony at the 
tomb Friday, Ahmad Jan- 
nati, head of a constitu¬ 
tional watchdog that vets 
candidates for presidential 
and parliamentary elec¬ 
tions, slammed what he 
described as U.S. psycho¬ 
logical warfare against Iran 
in the form of "cruel sanc¬ 
tions" 

'The enemies today have 
targeted the economy" to 
make Ira nia ns feel pessimis¬ 
tic about Islam, said J an¬ 
na ti, a hard-line clericO 


Palestinians, Israeli troops clash in West Bank, Gaza 



Palestinian medics move a wounded youth, who wasshotby Is¬ 
raeli troops during a protestatthe Gaza Strip's boiderwith Israel, 
into the treatment room of Shifa hospital in Gaza City, Riday, 


Associated Press 


Associated ness 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Pales¬ 
tinian protesters and Israeli 
troops skirmished Friday as 
hundreds demonstrated 
against violence by Jew¬ 
ish settlers in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and 
thousands more against a 
crippling Israeli-Egyptian 
blockade in the Hamas- 
ruled Gaza Strip. 

In Gaza, mass demonstra¬ 
tions along the perimeter 
fence with Israel have 
been a weekly routine over 
the past 10 months. In the 
West Bank, where the Pal¬ 
estine n Authority holds lim¬ 
ited sway, the protest was 
sparked by the killing of a 
Palestinian at al-Mughayyir 
village last Saturday, which 
the Palestinians blamed on 


the settlers. 

Ashraf al-Kidra, spokes¬ 
man for the Health Ministry, 
said 32 Palestinians were 
wounded by gunfire at 
several sections along the 
fence Friday. 

Earlier on Friday, mediators 
from Egypt and the United 
Nations, worried that the 
border violence could 
evolve into an all-out con¬ 
flict between Hamas and 
Israel, met with leaders of 
the militant group. 

Ismail Haniyeh, the militant 
group's chief, described 
the meeting as "unprece¬ 
dented" but did not elabo¬ 
rate. 

Hamas on Friday accused 
Israel of not honoring an 
unofficial truce agree¬ 
ment to gradually ease 


the blockade and vowed 
to escalate the protests, 
which have seen the death 
of nearly 190 Palestinians 
since they were launched 
in the spring. 

In the village of al-Mu¬ 
ghayyir, hundreds of dem¬ 
onstrators waving Pales¬ 
tinian flags rallied, hurling 
stones at Israeli forces and 
burning tires 

The Israeli army said it re¬ 
sponded with "riot dispersal 
means," referring to tear 
gas, rubber bullets and 
stun grenades. The official 
Palestinian news agency 
Wafa reported that seven 
Palestinians were injured. 
The circumstances that 
led to the death of Hamdi 
Naasan, 38, last Saturday 
remain in dispute, with PaI- 


Feb. 1, 2019. 


estinians saying that Israeli 
settlers shot him and settlers 
contending they fired in 
the air to chase away at¬ 


tackers after a Jewish man 
was stabbed. The Israeli 
police and military have 
launched investigations^ 
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Russia angry, Europe worried after US announces treaty exit 
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German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, right; French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian, left; and 
J ere my Hunt United Kingdom's Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, stand 
during statements ata Gymnich meeting of EU foreign ministers in Bucharest; Romania, Thursday, 
Jan. 31,2019. 

Associated Press 


By j IM HEIN1Z 
Associated ness 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
politicians accused the 
United States on Friday of 
undermining global secu¬ 
rity by ending compliance 
with a nuclear arms treaty, 
while NATO said Russia was 
at fault for the pact's de¬ 
mise and European coun¬ 
tries watched with dismay. 
The U.S. announced it 
would stop observing the 
Intermediate-Range Nu¬ 
clear Forces treaty as of 
Saturday and would with¬ 
draw within six months from 
the pact, a cornerstone of 
international security since 
1987. 

Ihe treaty signed by the 
United States and the So¬ 
viet Union bans the de¬ 
velopment, deployment 
and testing of land-based 
nuclear weapons with a 
range of 500 to 5,500 ki¬ 
lometers (310-3400 miles). 
Moscow and Washing¬ 
ton have for years traded 
claims of the other party 
being in violation. 

Before Friday's announce¬ 


ment, the United States al¬ 
leged that a new Russian 
missile breached the trea¬ 
ty. Russia in turn accused 


the United States of unilat¬ 
erally seeking to neuterthe 
agreement and of resisting 
Russian attempts to resolve 


the dispute. 

"I 'congratulate' the whole 
world; the United States has 
taken another step toward 


its destruction today," Kon¬ 
stantin Kosachev, head of 
the foreign affairs commit¬ 
tee in the upper house of 
Russia's pariiament, sa id. 
Another Russian senator, 
Igor Morozov, alleged the 
move "carries a threat to 
the entire system of inter¬ 
national security, but first of 
allforRussia, because after 
leaving the INF the Ameri¬ 
cans will deploy these mis¬ 
siles in European countries," 
However, the end of the 
treaty could also serve 
Russia's strategic interests, 
removing any obstacle to 
Moscow deploying inter¬ 
mediate-range missilesthat 
could reach Europe and 
China. 

U.S. officials had expressed 
worry that China wasgain- 
ing a significant military 
advantage in Asia by de¬ 
ploying large numbers of 
missiles with ranges beyond 
the treaty's limit. Leaving 
the treaty with Russia would 
allow the United States to 
counter the Chinese, but 
it's unclear how the Penta¬ 
gon might try to do thatO 


As Ebola outbreak marks 6 months, health centers a concern 



Two Congolese government soldieis have theirfeetand motorcycle tires sprayed with bleach as 
paitofan Ebola containment programme on the road between Beni and Oicha, in Congo Riday, 


By CARLEY PETESCH 
Associated Press 
DAKAR, Senegal (AP) — 

Ihe deadly Ebola outbreak 
in eastern Congo marked 
six months on Friday with 
officials noting a worrying 
numberof confirmed cases 
linked to health centers. 
Such infectionsare seen as 
a major problem that high¬ 
lights poor practices and 
the risk of spread among 
patients and workers 
Combined with community 
resistance in an unstable, 
densely populated region 
that has neverfaced Ebola 
before, the task of contain¬ 
ing the outbreak remains 
challenging . 

In the current epicenter, 
the communities of Butem- 
bo and Katwa, 86 percent 
of Ebola casessince Dec. 1 
"had visited or worked in a 
health care facility before 
or after their onset of ill¬ 
ness," the World Health Or¬ 
ganization said. 

In the past three weeks in 
Katwa, 49 "health struc- 
tures"were identified where 
confirmed cases were hos¬ 


Feb. 1, 2019. 


pitalized, and eight new in¬ 
fected health workerswere 
reported, WHO said. 

With 759 Ebola cases, in¬ 
cluding 705 of them con¬ 
firmed and 414 confirmed 
deaths, this has become 
the second-largest Ebola 


outbreak in history, behind 
the West Africa outbreak 
that killed more than 11,000 
in 2014-2016. 

No end is in sight. 

'This is a particularly com¬ 
plex area with such insecu¬ 
rity," Dr. Ibrahima Soce Fall, 


Associated Press 

the WHO regional director 
for emergencies, told The 
Associated Press. 'We have 
been able to control many 
hotspots, but it will take 
some time to rea lly end the 
outbreak." 

Katwa is the latest commu¬ 


nity to present officials with 
a population that is wary 
of outsiders after years of 
rebel attacks in the region. 
'They don't trust authorities 
in Congo because they've 
been exposed to insecurity 
and conflict for more than 
20 years," Fall said. 'You 
cannot control this type of 
outbreak without having 
the community involved for 
rapid detection." In Beni, 
an early epicenter, it took 
months before some com¬ 
munities showed trust, he 
said. 

People often still choose 
to go to traditional health 
centers instead ofhospitals 
"Many people have gotten 
infected in those facilities. If 
you have malaria, you may 
be in the same place as 
someone with Ebola," Fall 
said. 'They don't have doc¬ 
tors there, and the people 
working aren't qualified." 
Many of Ebola's initial 
symptoms, including fever 
and muscle pain, are simi¬ 
lar to those of malaria and 
other illnesses common in 
the regionO 
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Pelican Adventures 


Celebrating our 30th 
anniversary with YOU! 




special of the week: Sunset & Dinner Cruise 


Includes snacks, open Bar, Caribbean music, after 2 hours of Sunset Cruise you will enjoy a 3 course Dinner at our 
Pelican Nest Restaurant on the Sea h spectacular view* professional service, Freshly made dishes to spoil your senses. 



Visit us at Casa del Mar. Flays Linda, Holiday Inn Concierge/lobby desk/beach huts, RIU Hut between Antilla & (J 


Palace Hotel on the beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Plays Linda Resort. 

for reservations call 587-2302 (Mon-Sun) Or booh online akniniinw.nBlican-aniba.com 
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Hong Kong couit denies male status to 3 transgender men 



Transgender man, Henry Tse displays a banner outside a local 
couit in Hong Kong Friday, Feb. 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By VIOLET LAW 
HONG KONG (AP) — Hong 
Kong's High Court refused 
on Friday to allow three 
transgender men to be 
recognized as males on 
their official identity cards 
because they have not 
undergone full sex-change 
operations 

Ihe ruling was seen as a 
blow to the fledgling LGBT 
movement in the semiau¬ 
to no mo us Chinese city of 
7.4 million people, which is 
preparing to host the 2022 
Gay Games. 

"The three, identified asHen- 
ryTse, Q and R, are shown 
on their ID cards as hav¬ 
ing been bom female, but 
are undergoing hormone 
therapy. A full sex change 
would require the removal 
of female sexual organs, 
making them sterile. 
Appearing in court, Tse un¬ 
furled a banner that read, 
"Forced Sterilization is cruel 
and inhumane. Recognize 


our Rights NOW!" 

In his ruling, J udge "Thomas 
Au wrote that 'the change 
of gender entry stated in 
the ID card does not only 
concern the private right of 
the transgender person but 
also the wider public inter¬ 
est." 


Like many Asian societies, 
Hong Kong has become 
more open about gender 
issues, although the legal 
system is sometimes slow to 
follow. 

Amnesty International 
called the judgment "a 
missed opportunity to ad¬ 


dress the discrimination 
transgender people in 
Hong Kong face." 

"No one should be forced 
to undergo gender affirm¬ 
ing surgery in orderto have 
their gender legally recog¬ 
nized," Man-kei Tam, direc- 
torof Amnesty International 
Hong Kong, said in a state¬ 
ment. 

Friday's decision follows a 
ruling last week by J a pan's 
Supreme Court uphold¬ 
ing a law that effectively 
requires transgender peo¬ 
ple to be sterilized before 
they can have their gen¬ 
der changed on official 
documents. That ruling was 
widely denounced by hu¬ 
man rights and LGBT activ¬ 
ists and may spark further 
legal action. 

Japan is one of many 
countries with a sterilization 
requirement. In 2017, the 
European Court of Human 
Rights said 22 of the coun¬ 
tries under its jurisdiction still 


required sterilization as part 
of a legal gender change, 
and it ordered them to end 
the practice. 

Maria Sjodin, deputy ex¬ 
ecutive director of Out- 
Right Action International, 
which monitors LGBT rights 
issues worldwide, said she 
was unsure if all 22 of those 
countries have fully imple¬ 
mented the court'sorder. 

In Hong Kong, the judg¬ 
ment seemed at odds with 
a 2013 ruling that allowed a 
transgender wo man known 
as W to have her gender 
changed to female on her 
identity card. W had suc¬ 
cessfully sued in the city's 
highest legal body, the 
Court of Final Appeal, for 
her right to marry her boy¬ 
friend. Following that case, 
the city's Equal Opportu¬ 
nities Commission recom¬ 
mended that the govern¬ 
ment drop the requirement 
for complete sex reassign¬ 
ment. □ 


FormerSouth Korean govemorconvicted of sexual abuse 



Ahn Hee-jung, center, a fbtmergovemorof South C hungc heong 
province, arrives at the Seoul high Court in Seoul, South Korea, 
Friday, Feb. 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By KIM lONG-HYUNG 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) - 

A South Korean appeals 
court sentenced a former 
provincial governor to 3% 
years in prison on Friday on 
charges of sexually abusing 
his secretary, in the highest 
profile conviction yet from 
investigations triggered 
by the country's growing 
#MeToo movement. 

A Seoul High Court official 
said Ahn Hee-jung was 
found guilty on most counts 
after being accused of 
molestation, sexual assault 
and abuse of authority. "The 
official did not want to be 
named, citing office rules 
Ahn, 54, had been consid¬ 
ered a possible presidential 
candidate, and wasa run¬ 
ner-up to current President 
Moon Jae-in in the ruling 
party's presidential primary 
in April 2017. 


But he stepped down as 
governor of South Chun- 
gcheong province last 
March amid public anger 
over allegations of sexual 
abuse raised by his then¬ 
secretary, Kim J i-eun. Kim 
said in a television interview 
that Ahn had raped her 
several times since June 
2017 and that she couldn't 
say no because of how 
powerful he was. 

A lower court acquitted 
Ahn in August, citing a lack 
of evidence proving that 
he abused his authority to 
force his secretary to have 
sex. 

Ahn, who said the sex was 
consensual, can appeal 
the conviction to the Su¬ 
preme Court. 

After Friday's verdict was 
announced, Ahn told the 
judge that "I have nothing 
to say," according to Yon- 


hap news agency, and 
waslaterescorted in hand¬ 
cuffs by court officials to a 
bus that took him to a cor¬ 
rection center in southern 
Seoul. 

In a statement released 


through her lawyer, Kim 
thanked the court for see¬ 
ing 'the truth, just the way it 
is," and said she hopes the 
verdict will give strength 
to other victims of sexual 
abuse who have struggled 


in their attempts to seekac- 
countability. 

Ahn is the first prominent 
politician to be jailed af¬ 
ter being accused in the 
country's growing #MeToo 
movement against sexual 
misconduct, which has led 
to indictments and con¬ 
victions of powerful men 
in arts, sports and govern¬ 
ment after victims came 
forward. 

Last week, the Seoul Cen¬ 
tra I Distric t C o u rt se nte nc ed 
former senior prosecutor 
Ahn Tae-geun to two years 
in prison for a busing his au¬ 
thority by transferring junior 
colleague Seo J i-hyeon to 
an unfavorable provincial 
job in 2015 after she de¬ 
manded that he apologize 
for allegedly groping herat 
a funeral. Seo went public 
with her allegations in Jan¬ 
uary last year.Q 
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Mexic a n president unleashes la boruniestat border pla rrts 



In this Match 21, 2017 file photo, wotkets gather outside a "maquiladora" for car accessories in Matamoros, Mexico. 

Associated Ftess 


By MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

mass strike at 48 "maqui¬ 
ladora," or manufacturer, 
plants in Mexico's border 
city of Matamoros is head¬ 
ing for victory, bringing 
pay raises for laborers who 
make less than $lan hour, 
or about 100 pesos a day, 
assembling auto compo- 
nentsand TV setsforexport 
to the United States — and 
causing jitters for the busi¬ 
ness community. 

The labor battle broke out 
in mid-January after Presi¬ 
dent Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador decreed a dou¬ 
bling of the minimum wage 
in Mexico's border zones, 
apparently unaware that 
some union contracts at 
the maquiladora plantsare 
indexed to minimum wage 
increases The decree 
sparked a wave of walk¬ 
outs involving about 25,000 
workers 

The maquiladoras claim 
the strikes threaten the very 
existence of their industry, 
which has attracted over 
5,000 mostly fo reign-owned 
pla nts a nd 2 million jobs by 
paying very low wages 
Union leaders say those 
worries a re overblown, not¬ 
ing that workers at the bor¬ 
der plants still earn far less 
than their counterparts in 
the United States 


Less than a week after the 
strike broke out, a major¬ 
ity of the export plants in 
Matamoros — 29 compa¬ 
nies with a total of a bout 34 
factories — have agreed 
to the union demands, a 
rare victory that owes a lot 
to something the president 
probably didn't intend to 
happen. 

After taking office Dec. 1, 
Lopez Obrador doubled 
the minimum wage in com¬ 
munities a long the U.S. bor¬ 
der to 176.20 pesos a day, 
the equivalent of $9.28 at 
current exchange rates. 
With maquiladora pay av¬ 
eraging about 146 pesos 
($7.70) a day, the Mata mo¬ 
res workers went on strike 
to demand the 20 percent 
raise be applied to every¬ 
body— even those making 
above the minimum — and 
a one-time bonus of a bout 
$1,685. 

"Perhaps he didn't take 
into account what was in 
the labor contracts," said 
Javier ZLniga, an activist 
with the Miners' Union who 
has helped coordinate 
the strike. 'The president 
acted in good faith, but he 
didn't measure the impact 
that was going to have on 
union contracts, and the 
workers came out winners 
foronce." 

Since the 1990s, many 
companies in Matamoros, 


which is across the border 
from Brownsville, Texas, 
signed contracts indexed 
to minimum wage hikes It 
was a way to keep wages 
down, given that in most 
previous years, annual in¬ 
creases were about equal 
to the inflation rate. 

One such contract signed 
in March 2018 at the Kongs- 
berg Interior Systems plant, 
which makes automo¬ 
tive cables, stipulates that 
'the company will reach 
an agreement with the 
union to increase wages 
by the same percent that 
minimum wages are in¬ 
creased." 

In addition, many compa¬ 
nies' annual bonuses are 
calculated by multiplying 
minimum wage increases 
by 365, a figure that in past 
years usually amounted to 
only about $100. 

'They (the government) 
never thought there was 
a real union, or that there 
were (contract) clauses 
like that," said Cirila Quin¬ 
tero, a sociology professor 
at Colegio de la Frontera 
Norte who has studied the 
Matamoros union that has 
represented maquiladora 
workers for more than a 
quarter century. 

The Industrial Workers and 
Laborers' Union of Matam¬ 
oros, which was founded 
initially in 1932 to represent 


cotton workers, isunusual in 
Mexico because it haswon 
gains for its members that 
don't exist in contractsany- 
where else in the country. 
Farmore common are pro¬ 
company "ghost" unions 
that sign contracts without 
consulting the workers they 
purportedly represent. 
Lopez Obrador has been 
wary of antagonizing the 
business sector, and he ap¬ 
pears to be an unwilling 
hero in opening the flood¬ 
gates of labor discontent. 
Both Quintero and LuisAgu- 
irre, the head of Mexico's 
association of maquiladora 
companies, said federal of- 
fic ia Isactively discouraged 
the Matamoros union from 
seeking the pay increases. 
The Labor Department re¬ 
fused to confirm that, say¬ 
ing only that it sent media¬ 
tors to Matamoros to try to 
defuse the dispute. 

Aguirre also claims feder¬ 
al officials agree that the 
union's interpretation of the 
contract clauses is errone¬ 
ous, but he says the federal 
government has been un¬ 
willing to act. 

'This will give rise to un¬ 
employment and cause 
at least 15 of these com¬ 
panies to flee," Aguirre 
warned. Hisgroup, the Ma¬ 
quiladora and Export Man¬ 
ufacturers Industry, said in 
a statement that the wage 


demands may spread to 
other areas along the bor¬ 
der "where the industry is 
present and will project a 
very bad image forforeign 
direct investment." 

Still, mostofthe Matamoros 
companies have quietly 
agreed to the workers' de¬ 
mands, and they would be 
hard-pressed to find any 
place near the U.S. market 
where they could pay less 
than $1 an hour. 

Other Mexican border cit- 
ieswith assembly plants, like 
Tijua na a nd C iud a d J ua rez, 
"don't have this point" in 
their contracts, Quintero 
noted. "But what is going to 
happen is that workers are 
going to demand their rais¬ 
es to 176 pesos," the new 
minimum, and probably 
across the board, he said. 
Lopez Obrador has come 
under pressure from the 
business sector to rein in 
wage demands, but he is 
unlikely to do so. 

The only thing he hasprom- 
ised Mexico's labor move¬ 
ment is to guarantee union 
freedom and stay out of 
unions' internal affairs. For 
workers, that is a big step 
forward in a country where 
the labor movement has 
been smothered for de¬ 
cades by old-guard union 
bosses and pro-company 
"protection" contracts of¬ 
ten signed before factories 
even open. 

Lopez Obrador also has 
shown a certain fondness 
for militant union bosses like 
Mine Workers' head Napo¬ 
leon GomezUrrutia and the 
head ofthe Electrical Work¬ 
ers Union, Martin Esparza, 
even though both have 
been accused of question¬ 
able financial deals and of 
holding more protests than 
negotiations 

But Zuniga brushes off sug¬ 
gestions that Lopez Ob¬ 
rador favors the miners' 
union, and he dismissesac- 
cusationsthat he and other 
strike organizers are help¬ 
ing U.S. President Donald 
Trump's campaign to bring 
manufacturing plants back 
to the United States. 
"Unfortunately, people here 
in Matamoros live on very 
low salaries," Zuniga said. 
'There is no plot, no conspir¬ 
acy, other than to protect 
and help the workers'□ 
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FPNA takes important slep in the profe: 




onalizat on process 



ORANJ ES1AD - On Thursday, Fundacion Raike 
Nacional Aruba (FPNA) took an important first 
step in the professionalization process of the or¬ 
ganization. A change to the articles of associa¬ 
tion - executed by the notary Rodriguez-Taeke- 
ma - entailed that per 1 February the Founda¬ 
tion will be operating under a professional Man¬ 
aging Board and a Supervisory Board. 

FPNA is an independent foundation which 
manages a large part of Aruba. This task will 
become even larger and more complex with 
the future addition of a marine park and 16 
other designated protected areas Hence the 
necessity to change the governing structure as 
well asthe organization. The statutory changes 
were executed in the presence of the minister 
charged with environmental affairs, Mr. O. Odu- 
ber. Also present was Ms Natasha Silva, who 
was installed as a board member in the posi¬ 
tion of Chief Conservation Officer. Subsequent 
steps will be the recruitment and appointment 
of a CEO, developing a new organization struc¬ 
ture and signing a management agreement 
with the government of Aruba. 

A short history 

Mid-2018, the FPNA acquired a new board, af¬ 
ter the former board members had decided to 
resign. In accordance with the articles of as 
sociation, the Court of First Instance of Aruba 
subsequently appointed an interim board on 22 
J une. Atthe requestofthe judge on 31J uly, the 
interim board issued an advisory report on the 
state of affairs of the foundation and made rec¬ 
ommendations for its progress. The judge was 
able to agree with the advice given by the in¬ 


terim board - given the in-depth administrative 
problems that the foundation had to deal with 
and also in view ofthe ambitious policy inten¬ 
tions- and emphasized the importance of ap¬ 
pointing an administratively strong foundation 
board. For this reason, by order of 17 August 
2018, the judge instated the members of the in¬ 
terim board asofficial FPNA board membersfor 
an indefinite period. As of that date the board 
consists of Mr. F.J. Refunjo I, chairman, Mr. J.M. 
Lacle, vice-chairman, Mr. N.L Kuiperi, treasurer 
and Mrs. H.A. van derWal, secretary. On 4 Oc¬ 
tober the board appointed Mrs. Sanju Luidens- 
Daryanani asthe fifth board member. 

Advice to the judge 

The new board has energetic ally started imple¬ 
menting the advice of 31J uly 2018 since tak¬ 
ing office in August last year, including: 1. The 
realization of an effective and professional 
management and management structure for 
the foundation, including the introduction of 
a professional Managing Board and Supervi¬ 
sory Board (two-tier management structure); 2. 
Designing and implementing the rulesof Good 
Governance, including drawing up profilesand 
regulations for (the members of) the Manag¬ 
ing Board, the Supervisory Board and the Audit 
Committee; 3. Processing of backlogs regard¬ 
ing the legal status of staff, holding a referen¬ 
dum and preparing fora collective bargaining 
agreement (this was pending for 16 years), de¬ 
signing a new organizational structure, job de¬ 
scriptions and salary house; 4. Adapting the or¬ 
ganization and the articlesof association to the 
new tasksand areas that will come underthe 
management of the FPNA (such asthe marine 


park and 16+other designated natural areas); 
5. Creating a service level agreement with the 
government of Aruba; 6. Restoring the relation¬ 
ship and cooperation with various partners and 
stakeholders nationally and internationally, in¬ 
cluding the government of Aruba, the Dutch 
Caribbean Nature Alliance 

(DCNA) and the European Union; 7. Drafting 
and updating management plansforthe vari- 
ous(new) areasand ensuring adequate moni¬ 
toring and enforcement. The Board's advice 
has been made pub lie a lly available on the 
website of FPNA. 

Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance 

It is important to mention that the costs of the 
reorganization will be covered by the Dutch 
Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA). FPNA is a 
memberof this organization, which was set up 
to stimulate and facilitate the cooperation in 
nature conservation between the Caribbean 
nations ofthe Kingdom ofthe Netherlands. 

Staff commitment and dedication 

Overthe past period, much effort was put into 
bringing things up to date within the founda¬ 
tion and restoring peace and stability. In the 
process, the board was able to count on the 
enormous dedication and professionalism of 
the members of the FPNA management team, 
who have helped the board in the implementa¬ 
tion oftheirambitiousplans.The board wasalso 
able to count on the efforts of the entire staff, 
which in the meantime ensured that visitors to 
the parks can continue to enjoy the beauty of 
nature.Q 
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Watch Super Bowl at Super Bar 


EAGLE BEACH — The Double Down 
Sports bar&Grill is notjustany bar. 
this great place is the brother of 
Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino and 
has it all ready for you during the 
biggest day in sports. J oin in atthe 
best ambiance and enjoy their at¬ 
tractive food and drinks menu! 

It's a II butcertain one ofthe largest 
crowds to watch Super Bowl 53 in 
a local sportsbarwill be at Double 
Down Sports Bar and Grill. That's 
because this popularspot is locat¬ 
ed atthe Eagle Aruba Resorts Ca¬ 
sino directly across Eagle Beach. 
The bar is often described as the 
ultimate sports bar in Aruba. With 
a capacity of over250 sports fans, 
Double Down'sfeaturesmore than 
34 HDTVs, 8 Giant Screens inside 
and outside, a massive horseshoe 
bar, an outstanding Stadium Buf¬ 
fet on this day and a wide selec¬ 
tion of beers, wine and cocktails 
Right next door to Double Down 
is Eagle Aruba Casino, and under 
the same ownership, Eagle Aruba 
Casino hosts 138 of the latest slot 
machine and 6table games. 

There will be a tail gate party as 
well outside in front of the casino 
with two additional giant screen 
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RESORT & CASINO 


and stadium style sound system 
and live local celebrity DJ Lee from 
Heart Radio Station. 

Pricesto Win 

Patrons can win prizes from Balashi 
BeerAruba logo merchandise and 
Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino mer¬ 
chandise but they mustbe inatten¬ 
dance priorto 5:30 p.m. to qualify 
for all prizes. The first 100 people 
get a doorprize valued over$10 in 
Bonus Slot Do liars to play at ourslot 
machines and chance to win one 
of our many prizes. 

Bar Seats Ry 

Barseatssold out early lastyearso 
plan accordingly. Reservation at 
$28 is available that guarantees 
seating and includes stadium food 
buffet and raffles.Q 


Aruba to Me 

ORANJ ES1AD - We would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to 
send us your favorite vacation 
picture while enjoying our Happy 
Island. Complete the sentence: 

Aruba to me is. Send your 

picture with that text (including 
your name and where you ate 
from) to: news(ga tubatoday.com 
and we will publish your vacation 
memory. 

Isn't that a special way to keep 
your best moments a live? Please 
do note: By submitting photos, 
text or any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aruba 
Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printersand any of its affili¬ 
ated companies to use said ma¬ 
terials, a swell as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our 
website and Facebookpage! 

Thank you for supporting ourfree 
newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day 
again. 



Fortoday's newspaper we received 
a great picture from: 

Heather Stewart; from On¬ 
tario Canada. She wrote: 

Aruba to us is... 

"Aruba to me is... 
Heaven on Earth" 

Heatherand herhusband Glen have 
been coming to Aruba for over 25 
years and they love every minute 
they spend here. O 
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Open daily 1 Oam to 4am | J.E, Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I cQsinoaihamhra.com 


• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! • 
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Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1 pm! 

$6 for 4-Card BINGO | B Gomes to Play 

)ver $1,000 in Cash Prizes 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 

Additional S500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird Drawing when 
you purchase your cord before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spo Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskfn-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I T0F Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique [ R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha j The Lazy Lizard | The Markei 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 




the Aruba Tourism Authority honored a loyal visitor at the 
Caribbean Ralm Village 


NOORD — Recently, Kimberley 
Richardson of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great pleasure 
to honor Aruba's loyal and friendly 
visitors as Goodwill Ambassador. 
The Goodwill Ambassador is pre¬ 
sented on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of apprecia¬ 
tion to the guests who visit Aruba 20 
years and more consecutively. 

"The honoree wasjoseph Intemico- 
la from Florida, USA. 

This lovely gentleman stated that 
he loves the island very much, es¬ 
pecially for the year-round sunny 
weather, blue waters and sandy 
beaches,fishing and Aruba'swarm 
and friendly people. 

Ms. Richardson together with the 
representatives of the Caribbean 
Palm Village presented the cer¬ 
tificate to the honoree, and also 
handed over some presents and 
thanked him for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation destina¬ 
tion and as their home away from 
home.Q 
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Free Shirt Sunday! 
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Get a PR EC Alhambra T-Shirt 
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c at -win 


• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - 


Guaranteed! • 


when you earn 250 Slot Points on Sunday 
with your Players' Club card! 


Open daily 1 Oam to 4am j \£, Irausquin Blvd #47 
CASINO AND SHOPS 583.5000 I ccsinooBKimbra.com 

... 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskln-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I T0F Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique [ R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | TheMarkei 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


Kim Aruba Marathon & Aruba Tourism Authority announce 
partnership for2019 2020 & 2021 races 


ORANJ ES1AD— Mrs. "Tjin Asjoe-Croe, CEO of A.TA. welcomes the KLM 
Marathon to Aruba. "We aie pleased to announce that the second an¬ 
nual KLM Aruba Marathon will be held on J une 2nd, 2019 and thrilled to 
officially partner with Foundation Run in the Sun to continue holding this 
special sporting activity through 2021. As the trend inactive travel contin¬ 
ues, being on the World Marathon Calendar is a true ho no rand we hope 
it incites more marathon runners to come join usinj une. Arubans cannot 
waitto welcome these talented athletes to ouroasisand showcase what 
our happy island haste offer as a key international marathon location". 

Keesvan Muiswinkel, Chairman & Founderof Foundation Run in the Sun/ 
KLMAruba Marathon "We're thrilled with the three year Aruba Tourism 
Authority partnership to further expand the success of the KLM Aruba 
Marathon. I'd like to thankthe A.T.A fortheirenthusiasm, professionalism, 
hospitality and support." 

The KLMAruba Marathon offers participants: 

• 4 distances for participants to choose from 

• AIMS/ IAAF certified race 

• 5 km and 10 km options for both runners and walkers 

• Participation internationally and locally, man & woman and for 
young and old. 

• Each participant receives a personal (bib) race number, online 
time registration, event t-shirt, luxury medal, water stations including Pow- 
erade and fresh fruit. 

• Everyone who registers on time receives a race number with their 
own name 

• Scenic course routes for all distances 

• Free App with ‘Live Track & Trace’ so family and friends can follow 
participants 



• Free certificate for each participant with name and distance 

• Joint finish of all distances on Hilton Aruba's beachfront followed 
by the Awards ceremony with prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place finishers 
and an “After Party on the Beach” 

• A, B, C Island resident participants are entered to win 2 KLM return 
ticketsto Amsterdam.The "tombola" isdirectly afterthe awardsceremo- 
ny 

• Dri Fit Running shirt, singlet running shirt. Pasta Party, finish photo & 
video are optional. 

• Registration 2019 is open: register online, pay online (or pay at 
IBiSA) via www.klmarubamarathon.com.O 
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Miami Heats Dwyane Wade 
reacts after sinking a three- 
point basket during the first 
ha if of the NBA basketball 
game against the New Yoik 
Knicks, Sunday, Jan. 27, 2019, 
in New York. 

Associated Piess 

NBA adds 
Wade, 
Nowrtzki 
to All-Star 
player pool 

MIAMI (AP) — Dallas' Dirk 
Nowitzki and Miami's Dwy¬ 
ane Wade are both NBA 
champions, NBA Finals 
MVPs and longtime am¬ 
bassadors for the game of 
basketball. And now, one 
more time, they're All-Stars. 
By special order of NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver, 
Wade and Nowitzki were 
added Friday to the pool 
of players for the All-Star 
Game that will be played 
in Charlotte on Feb. 17. 
Each team will now have 
13 players instead of the 
customary 12, and LeBron 
James — one of the cap- 
ta ins— will be the one who 
decides which side Wade 
and Nowitzki will be joining. 
"Dirk Nowitzki and Dwyane 
Wade embody the best of 
the NBA: remarkable skill, 
drive and professionalism 
aswell asa deep devotion 
to strengthening theircom- 
munities and growing the 
game around the world," 
Silver said. 

Continued on Rage 19 



Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James stands on the court during the first half of the team's NBA basketball game against the Los 
Angeles Clippeis on Ihuisday, Jan. 31, 2019, in Los Angeles 

Associated Piess 
Rage 19 
































SATURDAY 2 FEBRUARY 


DISPORTS 



Her knees 'broken beyond repair/ Vonn retiring afterworlds 



In hits Dec. 9, 2017, file photo. United States' Undsey Vonn grimaces in pain after getting to the 
finish area of an women's World Cup super-G ski race in St Moritz, Switzerland. 

Associated Press 


By PAT GRAHAM and AN¬ 
DREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Winters 

Lindsey Vonn transcended 
her sport in a way only a 
handful of Olympic ath¬ 
letes could even imag¬ 
ine. She was about more 
than skiing. She was about 
mo re tha n med a Is. She was 
about more than winning. 
She was often in the spot¬ 
light, appearing in the 
pages of mainstream and 
sports magazines, walking 
the red carpets, mingling 
with A-list celebrities and 
dating high-profile sports 
figures 

Ihe record-setting racer 
who grew up in Minnesota, 
then relocated to Colora¬ 
do, became a household 
name in mountain towns 
and big cities—to people 
who knew a lot about rac¬ 
ing and those who only 
tuned in every fouryears 
But now, conceding her 
body is "broken beyond re¬ 
pair," Vonn is nearing the 
finish line for the final time. 
Ihe woman who won more 
World Cup races than any 
other female is calling it 
quits at 34. On Friday, she 
said she'll retire after the 
world championships this 
month. 

"She's accomplished so 
many things and has over¬ 
come so much adversity in 
herlife, with herinjuries, and 
comebacks, and setbacks 
and comebacks," U.S. Ski 
and Snowboard CEO Tiger 
Shaw said in a telephone 
interview with The Associat¬ 


ed Press. 'Very few people 
can foe us and train a shard 
as she does. We're all in 
awe of what she's accom¬ 
plished in hercareer." 
Vonn's original plan was 
to step away in Decem¬ 
ber, after one final charge 
down the course in Lake 
Louise, Alberta — a course 
she won on so often it's now 
named in her honor. 

She was forced to move up 
her retirement due to per¬ 
sistent pain in both knees, 
which she fully realized af¬ 
terfailing to finish a race in 
Cortina d'Ampezzo , Italy, 
last month. 

Now, she's down to two 
races: The women's super- 
G on Tuesday in the Swed¬ 


ish resort of Are, and the 
downhill scheduled forFeb. 
10 . 

That's it. That's a II her knees 
have left. 

"My body is broken beyond 
repair and it isn't letting 
me have the final season I 
dreamed of," Vonn wrote 
on Instagram . 

"My body is screaming at 
me to STOP and it's time for 
me to listen. 

"It's been an emotional 2 
weeks making the hard¬ 
est decision of my life," she 
wrote, "but I have accept¬ 
ed that I cannot continue 
ski racing." 

Vonn's impressive resume: 
three Olympic medals, 
including downhill gold 


at the 2010 Vancouver 
Games. Four overall World 
Cup titles And 82 World 
Cup wins, leaving her four 
behind the all-time mark 
held by Ingemar Stenmark 
of Sweden. 

Her off-the-slopes portfo¬ 
lio includes: Appearing in 
the pages of everything 
from Vogue to the Sports 
Illustrated swimsuit issue, 
earning sponsorship deals 
with companies such as 
Red Bull, meeting actors 
like Dwayne Johnson and 
even being an extra on 
one of her favorite shows, 
"Law & Onder."The spotlight 
only increased when she 
dated golfer Tiger Woods. 
She's now seeing Nashville 


Predators defenseman P.K. 
Subban . 

She's big on social media, 
with 1.6 million Instagram 
followers. 

A recent post from Vonn 
was cryptic in nature and 
yet all-too-insightful as she 
quoted the French philoso¬ 
pher Voltaire: "Each player 
must accept the cards life 
deals him or hen but once 
they are in hand, he orshe 
alone must decide how to 
play the cards in order to 
win the game." 

Translation: She simply had 
no more cards to play. Her 
aching knees and beat-up 
body finally applied the 
brakes to her hard-charg¬ 
ing ways 

Vonn's right knee is perma¬ 
nently damaged from pre¬ 
vious crashes She has tom 
ACLs, suffered fractures 
near her left knee, broke 
her ankle, sliced her right 
thumb and had several 
concussions — to name a 
few. She's limited to about 
three runsperday, and her 
body just can't handle the 
workload of other skiers. 
"Honestly, retiring isn't what 
upsets me. Retiring without 
reaching my goal is what 
will stay with me forever," 
Vonn said. "However, I can 
look back at 82 World Cup 
wins, 20 World Cup titles, 3 
Olympic medals, 7 World 
Championship medals and 
say that I have accom¬ 
plished something that no 
other woman in HISTORY 
has ever done, and that 
is something that I will be 
proud of FOREVER!" 

Her first World Cup start 
was Nov. 18, 2000, in a sla¬ 
lom race in Park City, Utah, 
and she didn't qualify for 
the second run. She was 
Lindsey Kildow then, be¬ 
fore changing her name 
to Vonn after marrying her 
now ex-husband and ex¬ 
coach, Thomas. 

Her first World Cup win 
came four years later, in a 
downhill event at Lake Lou¬ 
ise. 

Retiring in Sweden brings 
Vonn full circle. She won 
her first two major champi¬ 
onship medals— two silvers 
— at the 2007 worlds in Are. 
As for how she will be re¬ 
membered , that's simple 
for U.S. coach Paul Kristofic: 
HercomebacksO 



Kvitova loses to Vekic in 
St Petersburg quartets 


Donna Vekic of Croatia re¬ 
turns the ball to Petra Kvi- 
tova of Czech Republic dur¬ 
ing the St Reteisbuig Ladies 
Tiophy-2019 tennis tourna¬ 
ment quarter final match in 
St Petersburg, Russia, Friday, 
Feb. 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


ST PETERSBURG, Russia 
(AP) — Australian Open 
finalist Petra Kvitova strug¬ 
gled with her serve and 
was eliminated from the 
St. Petersburg Ladies Tro¬ 
phy after losing to eighth- 
seeded Donna Vekic 6-4, 
6-1 in the quarterfinals on 
Friday. 

The second-ranked Kvito¬ 
va landed only 48percent 
of her first serves, double- 
faulted six times, and was 
broken five times 


Kvitova, the defending St. 
Petersburg champion who 
lost to Naomi Osaka in the 
Australian Open final, was 
playing in her 14th match 
in 24 days It was Vekic's 
fifth match in that time. 
Vekic will next face veter¬ 
an Vera Z/onareva in the 
semifinals after she beat 
fellow Russian Daria Kasat¬ 
kina 6-3, 7-6 (3). 

The 12th-ranked Kasatkina 
hasyettowina match this 
year after four losses and 


a single walkover over the 
injured Maria Sharapova. 
Fourth-seeded Aryna Sa- 
balenka reached the 
semifinals by beating Rus¬ 
sian qualifier Ekaterina Al¬ 
exandrova 6-3, 6-4. She 
will next play Kiki Bertens, 
who beat Anastasia Pav- 
lyuchenkova 6-2, 3-6, 6-0. 
That was a rematch after 
Pavlyuchenkova knocked 
Bertens out of the Austra¬ 
lian Open second round .□ 
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VUth LeBron back. Lake is 
outlast C lippevs in OT123-120 


LOSANGELES(AP) — LeBron 
J ameshad 24pointsand 14 
rebounds in his return from 
a 17-game injury absence, 
and the Los Angeles Lakers 
beat the Clippers 123-120 
in overtime Thursday night 
after blowing a 14-point, 
fourth-quarterlead. 

James came up one as¬ 
sist shy of a triple-double. 
He made 5 of 7 free throws 
and had no fouls in 40 min¬ 
utes of his first game since 
Christmas at Golden State 
when he strained his left 
groin. "The Lakers were 6-11 
during the longest absence 
of his 16-year career. 

Tied 118-all, J ames scored 
the go-ahead basket in 
overtime. Lance Stephen¬ 
son drove fora flailing la¬ 
yup, hitting Boban Marja- 
novic in the nose with his 
left elbow while getting 
fouled. He completed the 
three-point play that kept 
the Lakers a head 123-118. 
Avery Bradley and Lou Wil¬ 
liams missed on the same 
possession, and Williams 
missed a free throw when 
Stephenson got called for 
a technical in a tussle with 


Bradley. 

76ERS113, VUARNORS104 

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
Joel Embiid had 26 points 
and 20 rebounds to spoil 
DeMarcus Cousins' home 
debut with the Warriors, 
and Philadelphia snapped 
Golden State's NBA-best 
11-game winning streak. 
Philadelphia hadn't won a 
game in the series in near¬ 
ly six years. Ben Simmons 
also scored 26 points and 
JJ Redick added 15 points 
forthe Sixers, who grabbed 
16 offensive rebounds to 
give them 10 or mo re in five 
straight games and 11 of 
15. Stephen Curry scored 
41 points with 10 3-pointers 
to go with six assists, and 
Cousins contributed seven 
points, six rebounds and six 
assists. Kevin Durant hit a 
3-pointer with 4:52 remain¬ 
ing to trim the deficit to 102- 
96, but Draymond Green 
fouled moments later and 
received a technic a I for ar¬ 
guing. 

BUCKS 105, RAPTORS92 

TORONTO (AP) — Giannis 
Antetokounmpo scored 19 
points, Khris Middleton had 


18 and Milwaukee beat 
ended Toronto's season- 
best home winning streak 
at 10 games. 

D.J .Wilson scored a career- 
high 16 points, Eric Bledsoe 
had 14and Milwaukee (37- 
13) wrapped up the season 
series with its third victory in 
four meetings with Toron¬ 
to. The NBA-leading Bucks 
have a 1 1/2-game lead 
over the Raptors (37-16) in 
the Eastern Conference. 
The victory ensures Mil¬ 
waukee will have the best 
winning percentage in the 
East through Feb. 3, mean¬ 
ing Bucks coach Mike 
Budenholzer will represent 
the conference at next 
month'sNBA AII-StarGame. 
Pascal Siakam scored 28 
points and Kawhi Leonard 
had 16forthe Raptors.They 
had not lost at home since 
Dec. 9to the Bucks. 
PISTONS 93, MAVERIC KS 89 
DETROIT (AP) — Andre 
Drummond had 24 points 
and 20 rebounds and De¬ 
troit rallied from a nine- 
point deficit in the fourth 
quarterto beat short-hand¬ 
ed DallasQ 



Dallas Mavericks forward DiikNowitzki (41) signalsto his bench 
with New York Knicks center Mitchell Robinson (26) awaiting the 
an official's call during the first half ofan NBA basketball game, 
Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2019, in NewYoik. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Rage 17 

"As a global celebration 
of basketball, our All-Star 
Game is an ideal setting 
to salute these first-class 
NBA champions and Finals 
MVPs." 

Wade, who is retiring af¬ 
ter 16 seasons, will be an 
All-Star for the 13th time. 
Nowitzki is heading to the 
AII-StarGame forthe 14th 
time, and has yet to offi¬ 
cially say if his 21st season 
with the Mavericks will be 
the final one of his career. 
Nowitzki wasalready going 
to have a big role in All-Star 
weekend, after agreeing 
to be an honorary coach 
in the Rising Stars game 
on Friday night and the 
skills competition as part 
of All-Star Saturday Night. 
Wade was headed to the 
All-Star Game for various 
events and was exploring 
some broadcast opportu¬ 
nities, though now he'll be 
in shorts and sneakers in¬ 
stead of a suit forthe Sun¬ 
day night highlight of the 
weekend. 


Wade is a three-time NBA 
champion. Nowitzki led 
Da Has to the 2011 NBA title. 
James and fellow captain 
Giannis Antetokounmpo 
will choose their tea ms on 
Feb. 7. James will have the 
first pick in the first round, 
when the starters will be 


chosen. Antetokounmpo 
gets the No. 1 pick in the 
second round, when he 
and J a mes will split up the 
14 reserves. And James 
hasthe top pick in the third 
round, which will be the 
one that includes Wade 
and NowitzkiO 



Los Angeles Lakeis forward LeBron James, right; tries to drive 
past Los Angeles C Uppers guard Ftetric k Beverley during the first 
half of an NBA basketball game Thursday, Jan. 31, 2019, in Los 
Angeles 

Associated Press 
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Sanheim scores in OT, Rye is beat Bruins for Gth straight 



Philadelphia Hyeis defenseman Travis Sanheim (6) celebrates his winning goal with teammates 
Travis Kbnecny (11) and Wayne Smmonds (17) in the overtime period of an NHL hockey game 
againstthe Boston Bmins,Thursday, Jan. 31, 2019, in Boston. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG ALDEN 
BOSTON (AP) — The Phila¬ 
delphia Flyers's holiday 
slump is well behind them. 
Now they're trying to sal¬ 
vage what had been a dis¬ 
mal season. 

Travis Sanheim scored a 
power-play goal 2:56 into 
overtime and the Flyers 
beat the Boston Bruins 3-2 
on Thursday night to ex¬ 
tend their season-best win¬ 
ning streak to six. 

The Flyers went 2 for 2 on 
the power play — improv¬ 
ing to 14.1 percent for the 
season — and won in over¬ 
time for just the second 
time this season. 

"We played one of our 
best games," said cap¬ 
tain Claude Giroux, whose 
breakaway goal with 44 
seconds left in the first pe¬ 
riod tied it at 1-1 a nd jump- 
started the Flyers for the 
remainder of the game. "I 
think it's confidence. When 
you get a couple wins you 
start feeling better about 
yourselves" 

There was little confidence 
for Philadelphia at the be¬ 
ginning of the month dur¬ 
ing a losing streak that hit 
eight straight before the 
recent turnaround. 

"I can't say enough about 
the way the guys played 
tonight," coach Scott Gor¬ 
don said. 'That has to be 


the best game we played. 
A little bit of a slow start, but 
you know, nothing that we 
couldn't recoverfrom." 
Sanheim had a goal and 
an assist, helping setting up 
0skarLindblom'stying goal 
with 9:24 left in the third pe¬ 
riod, then beatTuukka Rask 
with a long wrist shot in the 
final seconds of a power 
play after Brad Marchand 


was sent off for trip ping. 

J akub Voracekhad two as¬ 
sists and Carter Hart made 
23 saves for the resurgent 
Flyers, who have won sev¬ 
en of eight to improve to 
22-23-6 and took the sea¬ 
son series a gainst the Bruins 
2 - 1 . 

David Pastmakscored both 
goals for the Bruins. Rask, 
out with a concussion since 


Jan. 19, stopped 38 shots 
in his return. The Bruins lost 
their third straight, making 
costly mistakes at crucial 
timesonce again. 

'We have to fix it. The guys 
have to decide if they're 
going to play the right way 
and buy in and understand 
what we are right now," 
coach Bruce Cassidy said. 
"Ifwe're scoring five goalsa 


night, you get a little differ¬ 
ent animal. You can over¬ 
look some of those things 
We're not in that position 
right now." 

Travis Konecny, who drew 
the penalty on Marchand 
in OT, assisted with Sean 
Couturieron Sanheim'swin- 
nerfrom the left circle. 
Pastmak scored a power- 
play goal 3:05 into the 
game to put the Bruins 
up 1-0, beating Hart with 
a one-timer from the left 
circle off Torey Krug's pass 
with 42 seconds remaining 
on Giroux's tripping pen¬ 
alty. 

Pastmak reached 30 goals 
for the third straight season 
when he tipped in a shot 
by Bergeron 5:11 into the 
second, putting Boston up 
2 - 1 . 

Giroux beat Rask on a 
breakaway with 44 sec¬ 
onds left in the first to tie it 
at 1. It was just the eighth 
shot of the period for the 
Flyers, who got their offense 
going in the second period 
and outshotthe Bruins 17-7, 
then continued to pressure 
Boston in the third. 

Rask stopped Scott Laugh¬ 
ton on a penalty shot 6:22 
into the third, but the Flyers 
tied it with 9:24 left on Lind- 
blom's power-play goal 
from the slot off a passfrom 
Voracek.Q 


NHL to c elebrate Blac k History Month for 1st time 



Winnipeg Jets' Adam Lowry (17) chases Columbus Blue Jackets? 
Seth Jones (3) around the net during the second period of an 
NHL hoc key game Thuisday, Jan. 31, 2019, in Winnipeg, Mani¬ 
toba. 

Associated Press 


By SIEPHEN VUHYNO 

The NHL will celebrate 
Black History Month for the 
first time, shifting its focus 
in February from its wide- 
ranging "Hockey Is For Ev¬ 
eryone" campaign to em¬ 
phasize racial diversity in 
the sport. 

The league and NHL Play¬ 
ers' Association will an¬ 
nounce the joint initiative 
Friday morning. It includes 
a traveling mobile museum 
devoted to the history of 
minorities in hockey pre¬ 
dating Willie O'Ree break¬ 
ing the color barrier in 1958 
and going up to the pres¬ 
ent day. The museum will 
debut outside Madison 
Square Garden in New York 
on Saturday. 

As part of this, "Hockey Is 
For Everyone" is expand¬ 


ing to year-round. March 
will be gender-equality 
month, and the plan is to 
add acknowledgement of 
Hispanic heritage and "First 
Nations" next season. 

There are roughly 20 black 
players currently on NHL 
rosters, though executive 
vice president of social im¬ 
pact, growth initiatives and 
legislative affairs Kim Davis 
said there is strong minor¬ 
ity representation at youth 
levels 

"I think a focus like this dur¬ 
ing Black History Month will 
affirm those many kids of 
colorthatare already play¬ 
ing our game," Davis said. 
"I think we often underesti¬ 
mate the pipeline of talent 
that is already involved in 
ourgame." 

USA Hockey only recently 


began collecting data 
on player participation by 
race, so it will take some 
time to show if the sport 
that is predominantly white 


at its highest levels is mak¬ 
ing inroads Davis added 
that another aim is to edu¬ 
cate all fans of the contri¬ 
butions of non-white play- 


ersduring hockey's history. 
O'Ree, who has worked 
since 1996 as NHL diversity 
ambassador and director 
of youth development, 
says he's proud the league 
is celebrating black history 
and has seen progress in 
more kids playing hockey 
over his two decades on 
the job. Blue Jackets de¬ 
fenseman Seth Jones, one 
of several black stars who 
will be the subject of video 
specials this month, said 
"important conversations 
and perspectives will be 
shared as part of the Black 
History Month celebration." 
Predators defenseman P.K. 
Subban, Sharks forward 
Evander Kane and Hall 
of Farmers Grant Fuhr and 
Angela J ames will also be 
among those featured.□ 
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FBI Spec ial Agent] ohn C ronier holds one of a half-dozen drones 
which have been confiscated for being flown in the no-fly zone 
over Mercedes-Benz Stadium Friday, Feb. 1,2019, in Atlanta, just 
days before Super Bowl 53. 

Associated Press 

A deluge of drones 
fly over Super Bowl 
stadium, despite ban 



In this Nov. 18, 2012 file photo, Baltimore Ravens flee safety Ed Reed (20) runs after recovering a 
fumble by Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver Mike Wallace during the firstquarterof an NFL football 
game in Pittsburgh. 


Strong field of DBsand Ols 
for Hall of Fame election 


By J EFF MARTIN 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — The sky 

above the stadium that will 
host Sunday's Super Bowl 
is being "inundated" with 
an alarming number of 
drones, raising the specter 
of injuries to tourists or oth¬ 
ers— ora possible collision 
with a ire raft, the FBI sa id Fri- 
day. 

That's despite an ongoing 
restriction that bans the 
use of drones in the area 
of Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
downtown. 

Officerson Thursday confis¬ 
cated a half-dozen drones 
that were flown near the 
stadium, FBI spokesman 
Kevin Rowson said Friday at 
the agency's Atlanta field 
office. The cases will be re¬ 
ferred to federal prosecu¬ 
tors for possible charges; 
the drone pilotscould face 
jail time and fines, Rowson 
said. 

"If these drones go out of 
control — if a pilot loses 
control of one — they can 
go into a crowd and cause 
serious injuries," Rowson 
said. 

The potential for terrorism is 
also a concern. 

"When we look up into the 
airand see a drone flying in 
the air, we have no idea if 
it's friendly, or if it's someone 
who has nefarious plans 
and it's weaponized," he 


added. 

In recent days, multiple he¬ 
licopters have been patrol¬ 
ling the air space above 
the stadium and surround¬ 
ing area, often swooping 
below the tops of Atlanta's 
downtown buildings as 
part of a massive security 
operation. 

"A drone impact with a 
fixed-wing aircraft ora he¬ 
licopter would be cata¬ 
strophic," FBI Special Agent 
J ohn Croniersaid. 
Moreover, policing illegal 
drones is pulling officers 
away from other duties, 
Rowson said. 

"It ha sta ken up a lot of time 
for our agents and for law 
enforcement officers to 
be targeting these drones 
when they could be work¬ 
ing on other security mea¬ 
sures," he said. 

In December, hundreds of 
flights were canceled and 
more than 100,000 people 
were stranded or delayed 
after drones were spotted 
near the runway at Gat- 
wick Airport outside Lon¬ 
don. 

Last month, Southwest Air¬ 
lines and United Airlines pi¬ 
lots encountered a drone 
around 3,500 feet (1,000 
meters) above Teterboro, 
New J ersey. That resulted in 
dozensof delaysat nearby 
Newark Liberty Internation¬ 
al AirportO 


ATLANTA (AP) — In the past 
decade, four defensive 
backs from the modem era 
have made the Pro Foot¬ 
ball Hall of Fame. 

On Saturday, five of them 
are up forconsideration. 
Comerback Champ Bailey 
and safety Ed Reed are in 
their first year of eligibility. 
Comerback Ty Law and 
safeties John Lynch and 
Steve Atwater each have 
been this route before and 
fallen short. 

There are 26 defensive 
backs in the Canton shrine, 
not a particularly high num¬ 
ber; 26 quarterbacks a re in 
the hall, and only one of 
them is on the field ata time 
— OK, the Saintssometimes 
go with two. Most defenses 
have at least four DBs out 
there at a time, and more 
often these days there are 
five or six. 

So the relative shortage of 
coverage guys and bone- 
shattering tacklersfrom the 
secondary could get ad¬ 
dressed this year. 

"Man, just a playmaker," 
Ravens general manager 
Eric DeCosta says of Reed, 
who was a five-time All-Pro, 
won a Super Bowl for the 
2012 season, made the All- 
Decade team of the 2000s, 
and was the 2004 Defen¬ 
sive Player of the Year. 

"Ed just always had a great 
knack for making a critical 


play in a critical situation. 
He was a finisher. He was 
a guy that when the lights 
were on, he was going to 
make the play." 

DeCosta recalls a game 
against Washington: 

"I'll never forget that night 
game when he blocked 
the punt, recovered the 
fumble and basically, sin- 
glehandedly, won that 
game for us. He just had 
a flare for making the best 
play of the game." 

Reed's fellow newcomerto 
the process, Bailey, starred 
forthe Red skins for five sea¬ 
sons, then for another 10 
with Denver. A three-time 
All-Pro who also made the 
2000s All-Decade squad, 
he had 52 interceptions 
and was a lockdown cor- 
nerback for most of his 
career. Bailey also played 
some offense and returned 
punts. 

"I just loved to play. That's 
why I did so much," he says. 
"I love to do it, it wasn't be¬ 
cause I was good at it. A 
lot of guys are good at it, 
but they hate putting in the 
work. That's what I love to 
do. 

'When I went to college, it 
was the same thing. When 
I got to NFL, I wanted to do 
everything. I did as much 
as I could, as long as I 
could, and as long asthey 
allowed me. Then once I 


got a little older, I got a little 
smarter and realized that I 
shouldn't be doing a II of this 
stuff. But it's football and I 
miss the game." 

Lynch was the bulwark of 
the Tampa 2 defense for 
the Buccaneers and then 
the Broncos, winning a Su¬ 
per Bowl with Tampa Bay. 
Law also won rings, getting 
three with New England, 
and had 53 interceptions 
Atwater, as fierce a hitter 
as the safety position has 
seen, won two Super Bowls 
with the Broncos 
There is a definite Denver 
flavor to this year's class, 
with team owner Pat 
Bowlen on the ballot as a 
contributor. The other con¬ 
tributors' category nomi¬ 
nee is long-time Cowboys 
and league executive 
Gil Brandt, and the senior 
candidate is former Chiefs 
safety Johnny Robinson. 
They are considered sepa¬ 
rately from the modem-era 
guys 

Along with DB, the offen¬ 
sive line is loaded with 
contenders, featuring cen¬ 
ter Kevin Mawae, tackles 
Steve Hutchinson and Tony 
Bose Hi, and guard Alan Fan- 
eca. All have been finalists 
before. Mawae, Faneca 
and Hutchinson also made 
the All-Decade team of 
the 2000s, Boselli was voted 
to the 1990ssquad.Q 
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High-profile moves _ and near moves _ marka shift in MIS 



In this file photo dated Sunday, J une 24, 2018, Atlanta United midfielder Miguel Almiion in action 
againstthe Portland "fimbeis during an MLS soccer match, in Atlanta, USA. 


By ANNE M. PETERSON 
AP Sports Whter 

Recent high-profile moves 
— and near moves — for 
MajorLeague Soccerplay- 
ers are signaling a shift 
in how the league is per¬ 
ceived on the world stage. 
Ihe old stereotype that 
MLS is a final destination for 
players on the downside 
of their careers is fading as 
more of the league's stars 
are getting attention from 
European clubs and be¬ 
yond — and moving on. 

In the past few days, two 
of the league's big names 
have leftforteamsabroad: 
Atlanta United midfielder 
Miguel Almiron and Toronto 
forward Sebastian Giovin- 
co. 

Those deals follow Bayern 
Munich'ssigning lastyearof 
Vancouver winger Alphon- 
so Daviesfora then-record 
transfer fee that could 
reach $22 million. Co¬ 
lumbus goalkeeper Sck 
Steffen will be headed to 
Manchester City in J uly on 
a deal that could net the 
Crew $10 million, and for¬ 
mer New York Red Bulls de¬ 
fensive midfielder Tyler Ad¬ 
ams made his first start with 
German club RB Leipzig last 
week after he was dealt in 
December. 

Atlanta United President 
Darren Eales said the 
Almiron move to Newcas¬ 
tle United is emblematic of 
the team's philosophy of 
bringing in promising young 
players and showcasing 
them. 

"I think we can say afterthis 
transfer window, if you're 
a young player, if you're 
a club in MLS trying to at¬ 


tract a player coming up 
to the prime of his career, 
you're able to point to 
Miguel Almiron orAlphonso 
Davies, to be able to say, 
'Look, you can come to this 
league and actually now 
get noticed and moved 
on to top clubs and top 
leaguesin the world,"'Eales 
said. 

Almiron, 24, played in 70 
matches across all com¬ 
petitions for Atlanta over 
the past two seasons, scor¬ 
ing 22 goals with 30 assists. 
While he moved on, Atlan¬ 
ta recently signed another 
promising young player 
in 25-year-old midfielder 
Pity Martinez, the reigning 
South American Player of 
the Year. 

'The increase in transfer 
fees for MLS players is an 
indication of the quality 
of our players," said Todd 


Durbin, MLS executive vice 
president for player rela¬ 
tions and competition. "Ev¬ 
ery top league has clubs 
that sell talented players, 
and MLS is no different. Im¬ 
portantly, our clubs use the 
revenue to acquire new 
players like Pity Martinez, 
which improves the quality 
of our tea ms." 

Davies, who is just 18, be¬ 
came part of the White- 
caps' residency program 
in 2015 and made his MLS 
debut the next year. He is 
the youngest player ever 
to playforthe seniorCana- 
dian national team. 

Steffen, 23, was the 2018 
MLS Goalkeeper of the 
Yea rand has been starting 
for the U.S. national team. 
Crew technical director 
Pat Onstad echoed Eales 
when the deal for Steffen 
wasstruckin December. 


'We continue to believe 
that players that come to 
Crew SC have an oppor¬ 
tunity to develop and be¬ 
come great players either 
here in MLS or abroad," he 
said. 

Giovinco,the league'sMost 
Valuable Player in 2015, 
doesn't quite fit the mold 
of an emerging player like 
Almiron, but he was key to 
Toronto's rise in recent years 
and one of the team's most 
popular players. After four 
seasons with the Reds, 
Giovinco moved to Saudi 
Arabian team Al-Hilal. 

There are some pitfalls to 
being a so-called "seller's 
league."MLS must navigate 
player development and 
movement while keeping 
young players that are the 
future of the league. At¬ 
lanta seems to have struck 
a ba la nc e by re-sig ning la st 


season's MVP, Josef Marti¬ 
nez. 

Commissioner Don Garber 
addressed the concerns 
in his annual state of the 
league address before the 
MLS Cup final between At¬ 
lanta and the Portland Tim¬ 
bers. 

'Our view on this whole 
area is very, very differ¬ 
ent than it was two, three, 
four or five years ago. The 
product that we're devel¬ 
oping has become some 
of the more important as¬ 
sets, and we need to start 
finding ways of protecting 
orfinding some ways to get 
compensated if we can't 
protect them or can't sign 
them,"Garbersaid. 

Of course, there are still 
some older players who 
have been stars in Europe 
that come stateside, in¬ 
cluding the Galaxy'sZlatan 
Ibrahimovic and D.C. 
United's Wayne Rooney. 
That model of bringing in 
established talent from 
abroad still has value for 
some teams, but more and 
more those new a rriva Is a re 
trending younger. 

The average age of league 
newcomers — which 
doesn't include draft picks 
or development academy 
players— is25.24, just slight¬ 
ly higher than the record 
low set last year of 24.84 
years. Just five years ago, 
that average was 27.53 
years. 

'The great thing is that 
we're in a period of growth 
and flux in the league. For 
some players, yes, there will 
be opportunities to go on 
to other top clubs," Eales 
said. □ 


Connecticut Open tennis toumamentto leave New Haven 


NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) 

— The Connecticut Open 
tennis tournament is leav¬ 
ing New Haven after a 21- 
year run in the city, orga- 
nizerssaid Friday. 

The operators of the tour¬ 
nament have sold the 
sanction for the WTA event 
to APG, a sports and enter¬ 
tainment company that is 
planning to put on a tour¬ 
nament in September in 
Zhengzhou, China. 

The financial model of the 


Connecticut Open was no 
longer viable, organizers 
said. The Tennis Foundation 
of Connecticut said it is ex¬ 
ploring whether another 
professional tennis event 
can be drawn to the city. 

"It has been an amazing 
21-year run for women's 
professional tennis in New 
Haven, and we are truly 
grateful to all the fans, 
volunteers, players, media 
and sponsors involved," 
tournament director Anne 


Worcestersaid. 

The tournament tradition¬ 
ally hastaken place in Au¬ 
gust, the final WTA tuneup 
before the U.S. Open. 

New Haven Mayor Toni 
Harp said the tournament 
has helped to boost the 
city financially and bring 
it global attention since it 
began in 1998. 

'We remain hopeful that 
professional tennis will re¬ 
turn to New Haven in the 
very nearfuture," Harp said. 


The tournament's finances 
have been tenuous for 
several years and it nearly 
moved out of state before 
Connecticut bought the 
rights to the tournament in 
2013 for $618,000. In 2017, 
the state completed a $2.5 
million renovation of the 
facility where the tourna¬ 
ment is held in hopes of 
getting more out of the 
venue than just the tennis 
event. "Itstayed in New Ha¬ 
ven due to efforts by many 


people when there was 
almost certainty five years 
ago that it would leave 
for another state. Five ad¬ 
ditional years of economic 
impact, marketing of the 
state around the world, 
and year-round commu¬ 
nity outreach programs is 
something to be celebrat¬ 
ed," said Mark Ojakian, 
who helped to save the 
tournament when he was 
formerGov. Dannel P. Mal¬ 
loy's chief of staffO 
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Mariano Riveia awed by his first Hall of Fame visit 



Baseball Hall of feme inductee Mariano Riveia reacts after signing the backer board where his 
plaque will hang while visiting the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, Fiiday, Feb. 1 , 
2019, in Coopeistown, N.Y. The former New York Yankees closer will be inducted onj uly 21. 

Associated ness 


By JOHN KEKIS 
AP Sports WHfcer 
COOPERSTOWN, N.Y. (AP) 

— Mariano Rivera stopped 
at the entrance to the 
Plaque Gallery inside the 
Baseball Hall of Fame and 
just gazed at the walls, 
awestruck by the moment. 
He was a long way from 
Puerto Caimito, Panama. 

"I can't comprehend it. It's 
just amazing. Too much," 
Rivera said Friday as he 
soaked in his first visit to the 
Hall of Fame. "It's quite a 
journey from a fishing vil¬ 
lage to a place where the 
best of the best is. 

"Fora man who loves the 
game of baseball, what all 
these men did and passed 
it on to us, there couldn't 
be a betterday." 

Rivera's appearance with 
his wife, Clara, on a sun¬ 
ny, frigid morning in up¬ 
state New York came less 
than two weeks after he 
became the first unani¬ 
mous selection for the Hall 
of Fame . The former New 
York Yankees star relief 
pitcher received all 425 
votes in balloting by the 
Baseball Writers' Associa¬ 
tion of America. 

Edgar Martinez, Mike Mus¬ 
sina and the late Roy Hal- 
laday also were selected 
by the writers, while Harold 
Baines and Lee Smith were 
picked in December by a 
veterans committee. All six 
will be inducted July 21 in 
Cooperstown. 

"Fhe son of a fisherman, Ri¬ 
vera signed with the Yan¬ 
kees in 1990 and took his 
87 mph fastball north to 
the Gulf Coast League in 
Florida. Five years later, at 
age 25, he made his major 
league debut for the Yan¬ 
kees. After serving as a set¬ 
up man and nearly being 


traded, Rivera emerged in 
1996 under first-year man¬ 
ager Joe Torre as one of 
the game's best relievers. 
'There were a line of men 
that saw abilities in me 
in different areas," Rivera 
said. "I wanted to start, yes, 
but I wasn't attached to it. I 
just wanted to be happy to 
playthe game of baseball. 
Smarter people than me 
put me in a position where I 
would shine." 

One pitch rendered Rive¬ 
ra almost unhittable — his 
nasty, bat-shattering cut 
fastball, which he discov¬ 
ered in 1997. Part of a core 
with shortstop Derek Jeter, 
left-hander Andy Pettitte 
and catcher Jorge Posa¬ 
da, Rivera helped lead the 
Yankeesto five World Series 
titles from 1996-09. 

Rivera saved his best for 
the postseason, saving 42 
games with a 0.70 ERA and 
11 earned runs allowed 
over 16 seasons, including 
11 saves in the World Series. 
Rivera retired afterthe 2013 
season as MLB'ssaves lead¬ 
er with 652 and will join Rod 
Carew as the only natives 
of Panama elected to the 
Hall of Fame, and just the 
eighth relief pitcher. 

"He put us on the map the 
way he played the game, 
the way he went about 
the game," Rivera said of 
Carew. "He represented 
us in a great way that we 
can never forget no mat¬ 
ter what I did. If it wasn't for 
him, it would have been 
different. He was a special 
man." 

There were disappoint¬ 
ments, too, for the hard- 
throwing right-hander 
— five blown saves in the 
postseason, the most glar¬ 
ing in Game 7 of the 2001 
World Series a gainst the Ari¬ 


zona Diamondbacks. Rive¬ 
ra gave up the Series-win¬ 
ning hit to Luis Gonzalez, a 
bloop single with the bases 
loaded in the bottom of 
the ninth. 

That's just part of the lega¬ 
cy. 

"If I have to do it again, I 
don't regret any moment 
of my career," Rivera said. 
"No regrets. I always give 
my best and sometimes 
the other team is better 
than you that day. That's 
baseball. My best wasn't 
enough for those games, 
but I wouldn't change it 
because how will you en¬ 
joy victory when you don't 
know what it is to be de¬ 
feated? How do you know 
what it is to be on top when 
you've never been on the 
bottom?" 

And hisgreatest moment? 
'Just putting the uniform 
(on), those pinstripes on 


day in and day out, year 
in and yea rout, for 19 sea¬ 
sons, that was a mazing," Ri¬ 
vera said. "Itwasa privilege 
to do that." 

During his tour, Rivera 
stopped to gaze at sev¬ 
eral plaques — Carew, 
Jackie Robinson, Roberto 
Clemente, Hoyt Wilhelm 
(his first pitching coach in 
the Gulf Coast League), 
Mickey Mantle, Babe Ruth, 
J oe Tome, and Whitey Ford 
among them. 

Rivera also was effusive in 
praise of Robinson, who 
broke baseball's color bar- 
rierwith the Brooklyn Dodg¬ 
ers in 1947 and wore No. 
42 during his major league 
career. That Rivera was 
the last player to wear the 
number — it was grandfa¬ 
thered to him when No. 42 
was retired in Robinson's 
honor in 1997 — made the 
moment more memorable. 


"I wasso happy and so glad 
when major league base¬ 
ball retired that number," 
Rivera said. "Me being the 
last player using his num¬ 
ber, representing the lega¬ 
cy of J ackie Robinson, was 
magnificent. I was blessed 
with that, being able to 
represent him with dignity." 
There was one moment Ri¬ 
vera had to fight his emo¬ 
tions — when he contem¬ 
plated his journey. 

"I remember leaving Pan¬ 
ama seeing my father and 
my mother, my wife, back 
then my girlfriend, a cousin, 
not knowing what will hap¬ 
pen, just accepting the 
challenge given the op¬ 
portunity that I had and do 
my best," he said. "Now, 29 
years later, we're talking 
a bout the Ha II of Fa me? 

"I don't even think if I could 
write that I could compre¬ 
hend it. □ 


Backpack, gone: Nationals Baik wont a Mow knapsacks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Washington Nationals 
have banned backpacks 
from their ballpark, a step 
farther than other major 
league clubshave gone in 
an era of enhanced secu¬ 
rity at stadiums. 

The Nationals announced 
the change on Friday. It 


will take effect starting this 
season. 

All major league ball¬ 
parks require fans to pass 
through metal detectors. 
Most teams have limits on 
bag size but don't restrict a 
particular type of bag. But 
under Washington's new 
policy, even backpacks 


that are within the size re¬ 
quirements for other bags 
will not be permitted. 
Exceptions will be made 
for backpack diaper bags 
or knapsacks used for 
medical reasons or for the 
aid of disabled people. 
People who bring those 
bags, though, will need 


to obtain a waiver at the 
gate before entering Na¬ 
tionals Park, which is a bout 
1V 2 miles south of the U.S. 
Capitol. 'We are constant- 
lyassessing ourprocedures 
in an effort to make our 
ballpark safer," Scott Fear, 
the Nationals' president of 
public safety and security, 


said in a statement. 'We 
understand the implemen¬ 
tation of these procedures 
will take some time for our 
fansto get used to, but our 
organization is dedicated 
to making Nationals Park 
the safest environment 
possible for everyone in 
attendance. 
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14-year-old s FaceTime bug discoveiy could tattle Apple 



By MATT O'BRIEN 

At the heart of Apple's 
shocking Facellme bug, 
which allowed just about 
anyone to tum an iPhone 
into a live microphone, 
stands a 14-year-old boy 
who stumbled upon the 
eavesdropping flaw more 
than a week before Apple 
took action. 

'The thing that surprised 
me the most was that this 
glitch happened in the first 
place," said Grant Thomp¬ 
son, a high school freshman 
in Tucson, Arizona. "I'm only 
14 and I found it by acci¬ 
dent, instead ofthe people 
at Apple that get paid to 
find glitches." 

Not only that, but Grant 
and his mom said they 
spent a week unsuccess¬ 
fully trying to get Apple to 
do something about the 
bug in its FaceTime group¬ 
chatting feature. The bug 
allowed callers to acti¬ 
vate another person's mi¬ 
crophone remotely even 
before the person has ac¬ 
cepted orrejected the call. 
"It took nine days for us to 
get a response," he said. 
"My mom contacted them 
almost every single day 
through email, calling, fax¬ 
ing." Of the fax, he jokes, 
"I'm not even sure what 
that is. It's probably older 
than I am." 

This eavesdropping scare 
is over now that Apple has 
disabled group chats, but 
the problem could dog the 
company for much longer. 
New York state officials 
have opened a consumer 


rights investigation. Others 
are raising questions about 
how long it took Apple to 
address the bug. 

In a statement Friday, Ap¬ 
ple thanked the Thomp- 
sonsasitannounced that it 
has identified a fix and will 
release it next week. Face- 
Time group chatting will re¬ 
sume then. 

Grant, a straight-A student 
who plays basketball, does 
community volunteer¬ 
ing and enjoys the video 
game "Fortnite,"wascalling 
friendsto playthe game on 
a Saturday night, Jan. 19, 
when he discovered the 
flaw. 


"If a 14-year-old kid discov¬ 
ered it, I wonderhow many 
other people discovered 
it,"said ChrisWysopal, chief 
technology officer with the 
security firm Vera code. 
Apple hasn't said whetherit 
has records that could an- 
swerthat question. 

Friday's statement said 
Apple's engineers worked 
quickly once it got the de¬ 
tails needed to reproduce 
the bug. Although Apple 
didn't acknowledge a de¬ 
lay, the company said it 
was "committed to improv¬ 
ing the process by which 
we receive and escalate 
these reports, in order to 


get them to the right peo¬ 
ple asfast as possible." 

The company — at first 
widely praised for its swift 
response — could come 
under increased scrutiny 
as regulators seek to leam 
more about the vulnerabil¬ 
ity. 

New York Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Letitia James and 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said 
Wednesday that they're in¬ 
vestigating "Apple's failure 
to warn consumers about 
the FaceTime bug and slow 
response to addressing the 
issue." 

They said the bug jeopar¬ 
dized the privacy of New 


York consumers. James 
said her office's review will 
include a 'thorough inves¬ 
tigation into Apple's re¬ 
sponse." 

Last October, Apple intro¬ 
duced the 32-person video 
conferencing feature for 
iPhones, iPads and Macs. 
With the bug, a FaceTime 
group-chat user calling an¬ 
other Apple device could 
hear audio — even if the 
receiver didn't accept the 
call. The bug wastriggered 
when callers turned a reg¬ 
ular FaceTime call into a 
group chat, making Face- 
Time think the receiver had 
accepted the chat. 

In Grant's case, he had just 
gotten hisXbox ready and 
called to invite a friend, Na¬ 
than, to play "Fortnite" with 
him online. 

'You can swipe up and add 
another person, so I added 
another friend of mine, Di¬ 
ego, to see if he also want¬ 
ed to play,"he said. "Butas 
soon as I added Diego, it 
forced Nathan to respond." 
They were shocked at first, 
then tried to repeat the 
bug and it happened ev¬ 
ery time, he said. His moth¬ 
er, Michele Thompson, said 
she started trying to reach 
Apple the next day. 

'They could have tested it 
within two minutes, realized 
it was true and brought it 
up the chain at Apple,"said 
Thompson, who works as 
an attorney. 'There needs 
to be a better process for 
the average citizen to re¬ 
port things like this. And a 
timelier response." 

She eventually reached 
someone who advised that 
she could registerasa soft¬ 
ware developer to submit 
the bug. Such reports can 
sometimes lead to "bug 
bounties" so that those who 
discover a flaw can get a 
fina nc ia I rewa rd. The fa mily 
hoped Grantcould receive 
such an award, orat least 
some credit, for his discov¬ 
ery. "Every day he would 
ask me, 'Did we hear from 
Apple yet?' she said. 

The family tried reaching 
Apple through multiple 
channels. They left com¬ 
ments on Twitter, one of 
them directed to CEO Tim 
Cook, and uploaded a vid¬ 
eo to walkApple engineers 
through the problem. □ 


Companies hope 
vests will ease buiden 
for assembly woikeis 


HAT ROCK, Mich. (AP) — 

Ford Motor Co. and other 
manufacturers want to 
help their workers take a 
load off. Orat least make 
iteasierto lift a load up. 
Ford is among several 
companies providing 
wearable technology to 
elevate and support their 
workers' arms. 

Nicholas Gotts wears an 
EksoVest during his shifts 


building Mustangs at the 
Flat Rock Assembly Pla nt in 
suburban Detroit. He says 
the exoskeleton makes his 
job "a whole loteasierand 
a lot less strenuous." 

Ford piloted the EksoVest 
at two U.S. plants before 
deciding last year to ex¬ 
pand its use to 15 factories 
and seven countries The 
vest provides lift a ssista nc e 
for 5 to 15 pounds (2.3 to 



In this Sept 18, 2018, photo Fold assembly line worker Nich¬ 
olas Gotts, wearing a new wearable technology called an 
EksoVest works on a vehicle in Rat Rock, Mich. 

Associated Press 


6.8 kilograms) per arm. 
Aerospace giant Boe¬ 
ing Co. is among other 


companies that pro¬ 
vide their workers with 
exoskeletonsQ 
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A robust job gain in January shows US economy's durability 



In this Jan. 3,2019, file photo an employment sign hangsftoma wooden fence on the property of 
a Me Donald's restaurant in Atlantic Highlands* N.J. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

employers shrugged off last 
month's partial shutdown 
of the government and en¬ 
gaged in a burst of hiring 
in January, adding 304,000 
jobs, the most in nearly a 
year. 

The healthy gain the gov¬ 
ernment reported Friday 
illustrated the job market's 
resilience nearly a decade 
into the economic ex¬ 
pansion. The U.S. has now 
added jobs for 100 straight 
months, the longest such 
period on record. 

The unemployment rate 
did rise in J anuary to 4 per¬ 
cent from 3.9 percent, the 
LaborDepartmentsaid, but 
mostly for a technical rea¬ 
son: The numberof people 
counted as temporarily un¬ 
employed jumped 175,000, 
with most of that increase 
consisting of federal work¬ 
ers and contractors affect¬ 
ed by the shutdown. 

The government on Friday 
also sharply revised down 
its estimates of job growth 
in November and Decem¬ 
ber. Still, hiring has acceler¬ 
ated since last summer, a 
development that has sur¬ 
prised economistsbecause 
hiring typically slows when 
unemployment is so low. 
'The overwhelming conclu¬ 
sion from today's numbers 
isthatthe U.S. labormarket 
remained incredibly strong 
at the start of 2019," said 
Leslie Preston, senior econ¬ 
omist atTD Economics. 
Diane Swonk, chief econo¬ 
mist at Grant Thornton, said 
that many federal work¬ 
ers and contractors likely 
went out and found part- 
time work during the 35- 
day shutdown. The ability 
of many of them to do so is 
itself a sign of the job mar¬ 
ket's strength, Swonk said. 
Last month's healthy job 
gain will assuage some 
concerns that had arisen 
about the U.S. economy. 
Global growth is weaken¬ 
ing, the Trump administra¬ 
tion is engaged in a trade 
war with China and high¬ 
er mortgage rates have 
slowed home sales. Those 
factors have led many 
economists to forecast 
slower growth this year 
compared with 2018. 

Yet strong hiring should 
boost household incomes, 


fueling more consumer 
spending, which would 
help drive economic 
growth. 

Most sectors of the econ¬ 
omy reported solid hiring 
ga ins in J anuary. Education 
and health care added 
55,000 jobs, retailers nearly 
21,000a nd professional and 
business services, which in¬ 
cludes such higher-paying 
positions as engineers and 
architects, 30,000. 

The ongoing demand for 
workers is leading some 
businesses to offer higher 
pay to attract and keep 
staff. Average hourly wag¬ 
es rose 3.2 percent in J an¬ 
uary from a year earlier. 
That's just below the annual 
gain of 3.3 percent in De¬ 
cember, which matched 
October and November 
for the fastest increase 
since April 2009. 

Teresa Carroll, an execu¬ 
tive at the staffing firm Kelly 
Services, said hercompany 
has explained to many cli¬ 
ents that they have to pay 
more to find the workers 
they need. Some employ¬ 
ers are still reluctant to of¬ 
fer higher pay, which has 
made it handerforthem to 


find and keep workers, she 
said. 

'They've enjoyed two de¬ 
cades of minimal pay 
growth in general," she 
said. "It's our job to educate 
our clients about the labor 
market." 

On a monthly basis, from 
December to January, 
wages barely rose, though. 
That's likely to keep the 
Federal Reserve unlikely to 
raise interest rates in the 
coming months, econo¬ 
mists said. Chairman Je¬ 
rome Powell said earlierthis 
weekthatthe case forrais- 
ing the Fed's benchmark 
rate had weakened. Many 
economists and investors 
took that as a sign that a 
rate increase is unlikely any 
time in the coming months. 
Swonk cautioned that 
some quirks likely inflated 
last month's job gain. For 
example, some of the fur¬ 
loughed federal workers 
and contractors who took 
part-time jobs during the 
35-day government shut¬ 
down might have been 
counted ashaving two jobs 
during January. Now that 
the shutdown has ended, 
these people will go back 


to being counted as hav¬ 
ing just one job beginning 
in February. 

And for most of January, 
the weather was relatively 
warm in much of the United 
States, which likely boosted 
construction employment. 
Builders added 52,000 jobs, 
the most in nea rly a yea r. 
The strong job market, 
though, is encouraging 
more people who weren't 
working to begin looking. 
The proportion of Ameri- 
canswho eitherhave a job 
orare seeking one — which 
had been unusually low 
since the recession ended 
a decade ago — reached 
63.2 percent in January, 
the highest level in more 
tha n five yea rs. 

Jessica Jacumin began a 
permanent job a month 
ago as a cook at an as¬ 
sisted living facility in Au¬ 
gusta, Georgia, after work¬ 
ing there as a paid intern. 
Before that, she had been 
out of work and mostly not 
looking while she spent 18 
months studying culinary 
arts at Helms College, a 
career school sponsored 
by Goodwill Industries. 
Though Jacumin, 42, and 


her husband both have 
Navy pensions, her new job 
has provided much-need¬ 
ed income and health in¬ 
surance. That, in turn, has 
allowed their family to 
spend a bit more freely. 

"I am right now planning 
our first family vacation in 
three years,"she said. 
Jacumin, herhusband and 
three children will head to 
Hilton Head in South Caro¬ 
lina in J uly. 

The partial government 
shutdown caused 800,000 
workers to miss two pay- 
checks. But because these 
workers will eventually re¬ 
ceive back pay, they were 
counted as employed in 
the survey of businesses 
that produces the monthly 
job gain. 

But in a separate survey of 
households that's used to 
calculate the unemploy¬ 
ment rate, some of these 
people were counted as 
temporarily jobless. That's a 
key reason why the unem¬ 
ployment rate rose despite 
the healthy job gain. 

Most econo mists have fore¬ 
cast that the shutdown will 
likely slow economic growth 
forthe first three months of 
this year. But some say that 
even businessesthat lost in¬ 
come from the shutdown 
likely held onto their staffs, 
knowing that the shutdown 
would only be temporary. 
The nonpartisan Congres¬ 
sional Budget Office esti¬ 
mates that the shutdown 
slowed annual growth for 
the January-March quar¬ 
ter by about 0.4 percent¬ 
age point, to a rate of 2.1 
percent, though that loss 
should lead to a bounce- 
back la terth is year. 

The partial government 
shutdown has delayed the 
release of a range of gov¬ 
ernment data about the 
economy, including sta¬ 
tistics on housing, factory 
orders, and fourth-quarter 
growth. 

The re ports that have been 
released have been mixed. 
The Federal Reserve's in¬ 
dustrial production report 
showed that manufactur¬ 
ing output rose in Decem¬ 
ber by the most in nearly 
a year, boosted by auto 
production. But consumer 
confidence fell in January 
fora third straight monthO 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 




MR. ft, THIS IS JASPER...HE'S NEW 
TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD, AN& 

I'M SIVINS >T^ 

HIM THE f T NIVA' 

GRAND A JASPER/; 





Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 


THE BAND WANTED 
127 TAKE A ROAD 
TRIP ID MONTREAL-, 
BUTI^AIPNO. 



SARAIVANTSTOGO 
SKYDIVING ON 
VALENTINE'S DAK 



ANKWAKIUBEBACK 
F&m PIERCE'S 
PARTY BKRXJRA.M... 
4IX AT THE LATEST. 





Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★★★ 2/02 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Prefix for like or 
mount 

4 Fireplace residue 
9 Diminishes 

13 Camp shelter 

14 “Be quiet!” 

15 Actor Wyle 
16As_as pie 
17 Paint thinner 

19 Mr. Linkletter 

20 Trivial 

21 Lubricated 

22 _ its ugly head; 
emerges 

24 UK network 

25 Crouches 

27 Gets some shut¬ 
eye 

30 Ill-gotten gain 

31 Sandbank 
33 “Caughtcha!” 

35 Quaker product 

36 Scale 

37 Boring event 

38 Fight result, for 
short 

39 Skier’s incline 

40 Ointment 

41 Before this time, 
to a poet 

43 World 
baseball season 
finale 

44 Get _ of; 
eliminate 

45 Biblical bread 
from heaven 

46 “_John B”; 

Beach Boys hit 

49 Unable to see 
51 Speedometer 
letters 
54 “Alice in 

56 Boyfriend 

57 Skillful 

58 Small weight 

59 In the past 

60 Playthings 

61 Cornered 

62 Gobbled up 

DOWN 

1 Precious 

2 Teacher 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 2/2/19 


3 Animal 
enclosure 

4 Fall flowers 

5 Closes 

6 FI arm 

7 Notice 

8 Pronoun 

9 Tempt 

10 Cook lobster 

11 Source of woe 

12 Lean-to 

13 Drink served hot 
or cold 

18 _ Peace Prize 
20 Cracker spread 

23 All_; listening 

24 Tell another’s 
secret 

25 Narrow opening 

26 Natural 
disaster 

27 Partial amount 

28 British legislative 
body 

29 Use a razor 

31 Hard to teach 

32 Stylish 
34 Eras 
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36 Oaf 

37 “Phooey!” 

39 Shoot from 
hiding 

40 in the 
Clowns” 

42 Wears away 

43 Smoothed wood 
45 Chop finely 


46 Slap 

47 Mexican wolf 

48 Exclusively 

49 Make indistinct 

50 Path 

52 Rate of speed 

53 Color 

55 Decay 

56 Deadly critter 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Classifieds 




HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 


Tropicana Aruba Resort 
and Casino 

For Sale or Rent by Owner 
week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F 
Fri/Fri $3,900 

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H 

Fri/Fri $4,900 

Contact in Aruba 

donjovi7@hotmail.com 

or cell 592 0500 

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

or cell 978 530 6077 

210463 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas wk. 3 

Unit #222 in Phase 2, 1 BR, 
Pool and ocean view. Sat - Sat. 
$9000 U.S.D 

Email: kieran-lois@cogeco.ca 
Cell: 519-400-1151 

_210630 



COMPUTER 

LESSONS 

Beginners-Advanced 

Am-Pm 

Private or group 
www.DataTechAruba.com- 
Tel.593 4494 - 588 0950 

_210634 


Tropicana Eagle Beach 
Resort 

wk 5,6 /3 Br, 2 Bth F Reno, S 
Twr 1st fir, F kit, W+D, 44,000 
commodoremtrs@icloud.com 

_210648 

4 Sale 2000$ Each any week 
Caribbean Palm Village 

Even wk 4 Unit A306 1 br/2Bath 
Odd wk 11 Unit E205 1br/2bath 
Odd wk14 Unit E307 1br/2bath 
Every wk36 Unit E303 2br/2bath 
Every wk 37 Unit A203 
2br/2bath 

dmlampinson@gmail.com or 
call 5612006904/+29756262700 

_210610 

Carribean Palm Village 
2 Bedroom 2 Bath week3 
Every Year Apt D202 
Asking price $6500 make best 
offer 

dmlampinson@gmail.com 
Call 8569069007 or 
+2975622700 apt Cl 03 

_210809 


ROCOCO PLAZA 
ARUBA’S 

FLEAMARKET # 1 
SUNDAY 3 Febr 
Start 9am TL rd 4 a 
Info : call 741-5640 
Reservations : 
Antiqueshops open 
Mon-frid 9-4 nonstop 
Saturday 9-1 


twDAY B^NDIA 



Downtown 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 

Since 1993 

•English 

•Dutch 

•Papiamento 

•Spanish 

Tel.593 4494 - 588 0950 


210634 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDRM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $ 16k 
Oceanview $ 15k 
3BEDROM $26k 
*WK. 51 OV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 
1 Bed $4000 

1 Bed Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 BedOV $16000 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
lBOVSIOk 

** Destination points $9 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
Weeks 30-33 Unit 322BC and 
Unit 412BC Plus more. 

We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext til 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


ST3P 

Violence Against Women 


For Sale By Owner: 

Casa del Mar 

2 Bedroom/2 Bath 
Wkl/Unit 1408 (15,000) 

Wk 2/1113-($16,000) 

Wks 5 & 6/1315 ($18,000/wk) 
Wks 5 & 6/1521 ($20,000/wk) 
Wk 7/1308 ($18,000) 

Wks 7 & 8/1408 ($18,000) 

Wk 8/1113 ($17,000) 

Wk 8/1409 ($17,000) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860) 649-9639 
_210601 
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Caribbean Speed Printers N*V, 
Aruba Bank N V. Acc. #332668 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm /10:00pm 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Sta. Cruz Tel. 585 6890 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



February 5 

Britannia 

Celebrity Silhouette 
Jewel of the Seas 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Ocean mixing thatdrivesclimate found in surprise location 



In this September 2018 photo provided by researcher Isabela be Bias, a probe which collects wa- 
tersamplesand measures temperature, salinity and pressure is prepared for deployment on the 
continental shelf of Greenland. 

Associated Press 


By SETH BO REN STEIN 
APScience Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — One 

of the key drivers of the 
wo rid's climate is an area in 
the North Atlantic Ocean 
where wanner and colder 
water mix and swirl. When 
scientists went for their first 
close look at this critical 
underwater dynamo, they 
found they were looking in 
the wrong place. 

By hundreds of miles. 

The consequences are not 
quite yet understood, but 
eventually it could change 
forecasts of one of the 
worst-case global wanning 
scenarios— still considered 
unlikely this century — in 
which the mixing stops and 
climate chaos ensues. 

It's called the Atlantic Me¬ 
ridional Overturning Circu¬ 
lation , and scientists de¬ 
scribe it as a giant ocean 
conveyor belt that moves 
water from Greenland 
south to beyond the tip of 
Africa and into the Indian 
Ocean. 

Warm, salty water near the 
surface moves north and 
mixes with cold, fresher 
water near Greenland. As 
that water cools and sinks 
it drives a slow circulation 
of the oceans that is criti¬ 
cal to global climate, af¬ 
fecting the location of 
droughts and frequency 
of hurricanes It also stores 
heat-trapping carbon diox¬ 
ide deep in the ocean. The 
faster it moves, the more 
warm water gets sent into 
the depths to cool. 

The area where warm wa¬ 
ter turns over in the North 
Atlantic isconsidered to be 
the engine of the convey¬ 
or belt. Scientists thought 
it was in the Labrador Sea 
west of Greenland. 

But then a new internation¬ 
al science team measured 
temperature, saltiness and 
the speed of ocean cur¬ 
rents throughout the North 




Atlantic to try to better 
understand the conveyor 
belt. The preliminary results 
after hundreds of measure¬ 
ments in 21 months found 
that engine was several 
hundreds of miles east of 
where they figured, said 
study lead author Susan 
Lozier, an ocean sciences 
professor at Duke Univer¬ 
sity. The study, published in 
Thursday's journal Science, 
puts it east of Greenland, 
closer to Scotland .The 



In this Ihuisday, J an. 31, 2019 
photo, a rescued flamingo 
chick tries to walkata centre 
in Pretoria, South Alrica, after 
being rescued from a dried 
out dam in Kimberiey. 

Associated Press 


computer simulations that 
predict how the climate 
could change in coming 
years didn't factor in ex¬ 
actly where the conveyor 
belt engine is, and now 
they may be able to. Lozier 
and several outside experts 
said this doesn't change 
their trust in the models, es¬ 
pecially because when the 
models are checked with 
what is happening in the 
real world, they are found 
to be generally accurate. 


By KEVIN SUTHERLAND 
Associated FYess 
KIMBERLEY, South Africa 
(AP) — A special airlift for 
thousands of baby flamin¬ 
gos is under way in South 
Africa as drought has put 
their breeding ground in 
peril. 

A reservoir that hosts one 
of southern Africa's larg¬ 
est flamingo populations 
is drying up. The flamingo 
eggs are losing their cool, 
moist protective cove rand 
their inner membranes are 
hardening, making it diffi¬ 
cult for chicks to peck their 
way out. Predators such 
as meerkats, dogs and 
hawks are nearby, waiting 
for the exhausted chicks to 
emerge. 

The site is littered with the 


"It doesn't mean that the 
models a re all wrong at a II," 
said Tom Delworth, a senior 
scientist at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration's geophysi¬ 
cal lab in Princeton, New 
J ersey. 

MITs Carl Wunsch and 
other outside experts said 
the study was helpful, but 
pointed out that 21 months 
of study is not enough to 
know if this different loca¬ 
tion is temporary orperma- 


bodies of hundreds of 
dead chicks. The cheeps 
of chicks trapped inside 
overheating eggs can be 
heard. 

Local and national groups, 
along with environmental 
authorities, have stepped 
in forthe rescue operation 
swiftly organized online 
and byword of mouth. Bird 
experts and veterinarians 
have pitched in. 

Local diamond mines paid 
for an emergency flight to 
carry the first batch of 900 
chicks to the capital, Pre¬ 
toria. Other batches have 
been flown to Cape Town 
and other approved loca¬ 
tions. 

Three thousand flamingo 
chicks have been moved 
in all. Another 6,000 to 


nent. 

Scientists have long feared 
that the conveyor belt 
could be slowing and, in 
a worst-case scenario, 
could even stop and cause 
abrupt and catastrophic 
climate change. It is con¬ 
sidered a potential climate 
tipping point that was the 
premise of the scientifically 
inaccurate 2004 disaster 
movie 'The Day After To¬ 
morrow." 

Based on computer model 
studies, the United Nations' 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change re¬ 
ported in an earlier study 
it is "very unlikely" that the 
conveyor belt would col¬ 
lapse this century. But the 
Nobel Prize-winning scien¬ 
tific panel concluded it is 
likely to get about a third 
slower if greenhouse gas 
emissions continue at its 
current pace. 

A study lastyearfound that 
global warming is weaken¬ 
ing the system, saying the 
conveyor belt was moving 
at its slowest speed in near¬ 
ly 140 yearsof records 
'Our basic understand¬ 
ing that the collapse is un¬ 
likely still stands," said Del- 
worth, who wasn't part of 
the study. 'Our uncertainty 
about that prediction is 
high.'Q 


8,000 young flamingos re¬ 
main at the reservoir near 
Kimberley, active but still 
too young to fly. If the wa¬ 
ter levels keep dropping, 
experts said, the parents 
might abandon the chicks 
to save themselves. 

The chicks in new homes 
face a special diet of baby 
cereal, sardines, eggs, 
prawns and vitamin sup¬ 
plements. 

To simulate parents, feath- 
erdustersare placed in the 
chicks' boxes. Interaction 
with humans is restricted 
beyond feeding to mini¬ 
mize imprinting. Infrared 
lights give warmth. 

Some of the chicks' rescuers 
are already thinking about 
nextyearand whatto do if 
drought occurs a gain.Q 



Special a iriift for baby flamingos 
in peril in South Alrica 
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Luis Fonsi releases his 1st album in post-'De spa cito 1 era 



In this May 20, 2018 file photo, Luis Fonsi anives atthe Billboa itl Music Awards in Las Vegas Fonsi 
will release a new album, "Vida," on Fiiday, Feb. 1 , 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SIGAL RATTMER- 
ARIAS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Two 

years ago he made the 
whole world dance with 
"Despacito," but Luis Fonsi 
says he is still a romantic 
singerand is ready to show 
"all hiscards" Friday with his 
new album, "Vida." 

"Many people thought I 
moved away from that ro¬ 
mantic side and I always 
said 'I haven't, I'm notgoing 
anywhere.' I am still a ro¬ 
mantic singer, I still talk that 
romantic language. But at 
the same time I like to do 
both things I don't like to 
be limited," Fonsi said in a 
recent interview with The 
Associated Press, in Span¬ 
ish. 

'Vida" is his ninth studio 
album and his first in five 
years, a time of big chang- 
esin his life and hiscareer— 
especially since 2016, when 
the birth of his son Rocco 
overlapped with that of 
the song that gave him in¬ 
ternational stardom and a 
broader exposure to Latin 


music. "Fhe original "Despa- 
cito" video, featuring Dad¬ 
dy Yankee, is still the most 
watched in the history of 
YouTube with over 5.9 bil¬ 
lion views to date; its remix 
with Justin Bieber remains 


among the top three songs 
on Billboa rd's list of Hot La tin 
Songs. 

Both versions are included 
in the album, along with 
the previously-released sin¬ 
gles "Ec ha me la culpa "with 


Demi Lovato, "Calypso" 
with Stefflon Don, "Imposi- 
ble"with Ozuna and "Sola". 
It a Iso includes new roman¬ 
tic songs and one powerful 
torch song thatchallenged 
Fonsi'svocalchords One of 


the most personal pieces 
is "Ahi estas tu," which he 
wrote to his son Rocco. (His 
previous album, "8," includ¬ 
ed a tune for his daugher 
Mikaela.) 

There are 15 songs total 
that cover or fuse Latin 
pop, R&B, dembow, reg- 
gaeton and othergenres. 
"Iwantto be able to dance, 
make people rejoice, and 
sometimes sing a ballad 
with a lot of lyric, a lot of 
emotion," said the Puerto 
Rican singer-songwriter. 

The touching R&B-infused, 
piano-led ballad "Dime 
que no te iras" is also, ac¬ 
cording to Fonsi, the most 
difficult to perform vocally. 
It "is one of the songs with 
more weight in this album", 
he said. "It's one of those 
songs that may not have 
the commercial value of 
others, but it does have 
the musical and emotional 
value." 

He also highlighted his lat¬ 
est single, "Sola," a ballad 
that you may not hear in a 
club but that will make you 
nod to itsbeatO 


Giammyslaunc h initiative aiding women producers, engineers 



By MESHN FEKADU 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — The Re¬ 
cording Academy's Task 
Force on Diversity and In¬ 
clusion is launching a new 
initiative to create and ex¬ 
pand more opportunities 
to female music producers 
and engineers. 

The academy on Friday 
announced the Producer 
& Engineer Inclusion Initia¬ 
tive, which asks that musi¬ 
cians, record labels and 
others consider at lea st two 
female producers or engi¬ 
neers when working on a 
project, whether it's a song 
oran album. 

More than 200 have already 
pledged and are commit¬ 
ted to the ask, including 
Lady Gaga, Justin Bieber, 
Pearl Jam, Quincy Jones, 
Pharrell Williams, J ohn Leg¬ 
end, Ariana Grande, Com¬ 
mon, Pink, Nicki Minaj and 
Shawn Mendes. 

"It's a really important step 
to make sure you're consid¬ 
ering a diverse slate when 
you're going to pick a pro¬ 
ducer or engineer," said 


Tina Tchen, chair of the 
academy's Task Force on 
Diversity and Inclusion, in 
an interview with The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. "Pick whoever 
you want, because we 
want people to make their 
own artistic decisions, but 
we do know the more that 
women are included in the 
mix and get a look at and 
are seen, then doors are 
going to open up. 

"And that's what this is 
about — making sure all of 


those doors of opportuni¬ 
ties are open to everyone 
and that women who for 
so long really haven't had 
their shot can get a fair 
shot." 

The initiative comes after 
last year's USC Annenberg 
study, which said only 2 
percent of music produc¬ 
ers and 3 percent of engi¬ 
neers are women. Others 
who have signed on to the 
new call-to-action include 
Jennifer Lopez, Maroon 


5, Carrie Underwood, the 
Killers, Kacey Musgraves, 
Meek Mill, Usher and Sele¬ 
na Gomez. Multiple music 
producers, record labels, 
management companies 
and agencies are also on 
board. 

"It's not just about the art¬ 
ists that we know, but it's 
the behind-the-scenesfolks 
who are involved: other 
producers and engineers, 
the labels, the studios, the 
agents, the publishers rec¬ 


ognizing that they all have 
a role to play and they 
can all play a positive role 
in the change that needs 
to be made," said Tchen, 
who was the chief of staff 
to formerfirst lady Michelle 
Obama and isa partnerat 
Buc kley LLP. 

The academy announced 
the new taskforce last year 
after Grammys CEO Neil 
Portnow said women need 
to "step up" when asked 
about the lack of female 
winners backstage at the 
2018 Grammys. Only two 
female performers won 
awardsduring the live tele¬ 
cast and the Grammys 
were criticized for not let¬ 
ting singer Lorde, the only 
women nominated for al¬ 
bum of the year, perform 
atthe show. 

Portnow called his com¬ 
ments a "poor choice 
of words" and later an¬ 
nounced he would leave 
his post this year. 

This year's Grammys, how¬ 
ever, include more female 
nominees in the top cat¬ 
egories. □ 
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Gina Rodriguez deserves more than bland 'Miss Bala 1 



This image released by Sony Pic lures shows Gina Rodriguez, left; and Ismael Ciuzina scene from 
"Miss Bala." 

Associated Ftess 


By JOCELYN NO VECK 
Associated Press 

If you've ever watched TV's 
hugely entertaining 'Jane 
the Virgin," you'll know that 
its star, Gina Rodriguez, is 
one of the most engaging, 
charismatic and re la table 
actresses out there. 
Itwasonlya matteroftime 
before she headlined a 
big-studio movie — a truly 
welcome development. 
But Rodriguez and her fa ns 
deserve better than "Miss 
Bala," a disappointingly 
bland and formulaic Hol¬ 
lywood remake of a much 
grittier and bleaker Mexi¬ 
can thriller. 

No discredit to Rodriguez, 
of course, who remains 
genuine and appealing in 
scene after scene where 
her character, a Mexican- 
American makeup artist, is 
tasked with finding herway 
out of the most terrifying 
jams And it's undeniably 
satisfying, in one climactic 
scene, to watch her saun¬ 
ter in a satiny red, high-slit 
evening gown, settling 
scores with the villainous 
men around her. 

But if you're looking for 
a movie with something 
substantive to say about 


Mexico and drug warsand, 
well, anything but a PG-13 
'You go, girl!" action film, 
you won't find it here. Direc¬ 
tor Catherine Hardwicke 
('Twilight") does a fine 
enough job staging action 
sequences and keeping 
the pace; the script has far 
bigger issues, with linesthat 
are often banal and ach¬ 


ingly predictable. 

We first meet Gloria (Rodri¬ 
guez) in LosAngeles, where 
she hasa backstage make¬ 
up job at Fashion Week. But 
she aspires to much more. 
Proposing herdesign ideas, 
she's met with a snide retort 
from a male boss: "Honey, 
we're not paying you to 
think." Discouraged, she 


swipes some free makeup 
and headsdownto visit her 
childhood best friend, Suzu, 
in Tijua na. 

Their goal: securing a vic¬ 
tory for Suzu in the local 
beauty pageant, which 
will lead to a better life for 
herand heryoung brother. 
After registering, the two 
women head out for an 


evening of networking at 
a swishy nightclub, where 
they hope to rub elbows 
with the pageant's lecher- 
ousand corrupt patron. 

But minutes after they ar¬ 
rive, a gaggle of gang¬ 
sters intent on killing the 
patron force their way in 
— through the ladies room 
window! — and a huge 
shootout ensues. Suzu is 
kidnapped, and Gloria sets 
out on a desperate quest 
to find her. A corrupt police 
officer hands her right over 
to the gunmen, led by the 
menacingly handsome, 
blue-eyed Lino (IsmaelCruz 
Cordova, a charismatic 
actor doing his best with a 
cardboard role). 

Lino demandsa favorin re¬ 
turn forhelping Gloria. Asa I- 
wayshere, declining an of¬ 
fer means death. This leads 
to her unwittingly bombing 
a DEA safehouse. When she 
manages to escape Lino's 
clutches soon after, she 
falls directly into the hands 
of a DEA agent (Matt Lau- 
ria). Ha rd ly a knig ht in shin¬ 
ing armor, the American 
threatens her with years in 
jail or much worse, unless 
she cooperatesq 
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The Motet brews funky grooves on 
'Death or Devotion' 



This cover image released by 
The Motet shows "Death or De¬ 
votion," by The Motet 

Associated Press 

By PABUO GORONDI 
Associated Press 

The Motet, "Death or Devo¬ 
tion" (The Motet) 
Unsuspecting listeners may 


stumble into "Death or De¬ 
votion" and, based on first 
impressions, figure that it's 
a lost funk/soul gem from 
the late 1970s. They may 
even guess The Motet is a 
band whose only album — 
maybe long out-of-print or 
even hardly ever in-print — 
wasdiscovered by a crate¬ 
digging DJ in a basement 
record store in Brooklyn or 
LosAngeles 

In fact, The Motet is a Den¬ 
ver-based septet that's 
been around for nearly 
two decades and "Death 
or Devotion" is the band's 
ninth studio album. It is a 
funk/soul gem, but luckily 
it's not at all lost. 

Alreadyon lead track "High¬ 
ly Compatible,"The Motet's 
intentions a re clear. Strings, 
horn accents, vintage key¬ 
board sounds, funky bass 
grooves and Lyle Divinsky's 
vocals are all at the ser¬ 


vice of a smooth flow that's 
dancefloor ready and a 
fun listen to boot. 

The album's first single, 
'Whacha Gonna Bring," 
besides conveying a mes¬ 
sage of tolerance and un¬ 
derstanding, was tied to 
efforts to sign up voters for 
last year's mid-term elec¬ 
tion. While the album's title 
isn't directly mentioned in 
the single's lyrics, the song 
attempts to inspire some 
reflection and make us 
more conscious about the 
choices we make and the 
attitudes we assume. 
There's a lot of positivity in 
the songs, plenty of passion 

— both idea list and sensual 

— and it a II comesfull circle 
with the nearly instrumen¬ 
tal "Speed of Light," which 
sounds like a RickJ amesriff 
done like Daft Punk where 
even the usually overused 
vocoderfitsthe bill.Q 
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Mariah Carey shakes off boycottcallsforherSaudi conceit 



In this J an. 7, 2018, file photo, Mariah Carey anives at the 75th annual Golden Globe Awards at 
the Beverly hilton Hotel in Beveriy hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By AYA BATRAWY 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — M a ria h C a rey, 
one of the world's most 
celebrated artists, is per¬ 
forming in Saudi Arabia on 
Thursday for the first time, 
but there's a growing cho¬ 
rus of Saudi women calling 
on her to cancel the con¬ 
cert to show support for 
detained women's rights 
activists. 

Carey is the highest-profile 
star to perform in the king¬ 
dom since it began loosen¬ 
ing decades of restrictions 
on entertainment, music 
and fun as part of a push 
by Crown Prince Moham¬ 
med bin Salman to over¬ 
haul the economy and 
transform society. 

But activists say her con¬ 
cert is an attempt by the 
government to polish its 
image after the Oct. 2 kill¬ 
ing of Saudi critic Jamal 
Khashoggi inside the Saudi 
Consulate in Istanbul. 

It'sa dilemma thatotherce- 
lebritiescould face asthey 
ink multimillion dollar deals 
to perform in Saudi Arabia. 
The kingdom's General En¬ 
tertainment Authority has 
promised a roster of major 
performances and sports 
exhibitions by the world's 
biggest names 
Carey's publicists told The 
Associated Press in a state¬ 
ment that when "presented 
with the offerto perform for 
an international and mixed 
gender audience in Saudi 
Arabia, Mariah accepted 
the opportunity as a posi¬ 
tive step towards the disso¬ 
lution of gender segrega¬ 
tion." 

"As the first female interna¬ 
tional artist to perform in 
Saudi Arabia, Mariah rec¬ 
ognizes the cultural signifi¬ 
cance of this event and will 
continue to support global 
efforts towards equality 
for aII," the statement said, 
adding that Carey looks 
forward to bringing inspira¬ 
tion and encouragement 
to all audiences 
In December, the king¬ 
dom hosted a Formula-E 
car race in Riyadh, where 
thousands of young Saudis 
and hundreds of interna¬ 
tional visitors partied into 
the night at concerts by 
Enrique Iglesias, The Black 
Eyed Peas and DJ David 


G uetta. 

Omaima Al-Najjar, a Saudi 
woman who fled the king¬ 
dom to seek political ref¬ 
uge abroad, said the con¬ 
certs are a diversion from 
the Saudi-led war in Yemen 
against the neighboring 
country's Houthi rebels, hu¬ 
man rights abuses commit¬ 
ted underthe crown prince 
and repressive male guard¬ 
ianship laws that restrict 
wo men's freedoms. 

'The Saudi government 
is using entertainment to 
distract the people from 
human rights abuses be¬ 
cause it can sense the an- 
geramong the public,"she 
said. 

Al-Najjar is a co-founder of 
Women for Rights in Saudi 
Arabia, or WARSA, which 
launched a petition calling 
on Carey to boycott the 
country. The petition aimed 
to publicly pressure Carey 
because "she haspowerto 
stand for women ... as an 
artist and as a female," Al- 
Najjar said. 

Activists are tweeting at 
Carey directly, urging her 
to take notice of the promi¬ 
nent Saudi women's rights 
activists imprisoned since 


May who had long cam¬ 
paigned forsociaI changes 
and women's empower¬ 
ment. The women, who in¬ 
clude activists in their 20s 
as well as mothers, grand¬ 
mothers and retired profes¬ 
sors, have been accused 
of vague national security 
violations in connection to 
theirhuman rightswork. 
Al-Najjar said artists like 
Carey should make their 
performances in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia conditional on the re¬ 
lease of the women's rights 
activists. A boycott would 
not impact ordinary Sau¬ 
dis because many cannot 
afford the concert's ticket 
pricesanyway, she said. 
Tickets for Carey's concert 
start at a round $80, and VIP 
seats — already sold out 
— cost $530. The average 
monthly wage for Saudis is 
around $2,600, according 
to the General Authority for 
Statistics. 

Alia al-Hathloul called on 
Mariah Carey to remem¬ 
ber her sister, Loujain al- 
Hathloul, who she says has 
been abused and threat¬ 
ened with death while in 
detention because of her 
activism, which included 


defying the kingdom's ban 
on women driving before it 
was lifted last year. 
"Remember, thanks to my 
sister@LoujainHathloul, you 
rable to perform in Saudi 
Arabia. I wish she can at¬ 
tend your concert. But 
she's locked behind bars 
because she tried to im¬ 
prove women's condition. 
Don' forget to thank heron 
stage," she wrote to Carey 
on Twitter. 

Saudi female artist Ms Saf- 
faa wrote on Twitter: 'Will @ 
MariahCarey be singing 'It's 
a long road when u face 
the world alone. No one 
reaches out a hand 4 u 2 
hold'to imprisoned female 
#Saudi activists @Loujain- 
Ha thloul, @Saudiwoman, & 
@azizayousef?" 

Both women, as well as Al- 
Najjar, made their pleas 
from abroad, where they 
do not face the prospect 
of arrest for speaking out. 
Carey is to perform at King 
Abdullah Economic City, a 
two-hour drive north of Is¬ 
lam's holiest site of Mecca. 
The Economic City, built 
as a sort-of enclave for 
foreigners and Saudis, is 
gated and can only be en¬ 


tered with permission from 
security. 

The concert, which in¬ 
cludes DJ Tiesto, has also 
drawn the ire of some ul¬ 
traconservatives on Twit¬ 
ter, angered that it is taking 
place in the greaterregion 
of Mecca. 

The General Entertainment 
Authority's online flyer for 
Carey's concert shows her 
only from the waist up, with 
a red scarf draped overher 
arms. Women in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia are required to wear 
loose, long black robes 
known as abayas in pub¬ 
lic. Most Saudi women also 
covertheirhairand face. 
Still, a concert like thiswould 
have been unthinkable un¬ 
til recently. Religious police 
used to enforce strict gen¬ 
der segregation, scolded 
women for not covering 
their hair and barged into 
restaurantsto demand mu¬ 
sic be turned off. 

The changes have a pow¬ 
erful backer in the crown 
prince, who is seeking to 
boost domestic spending 
and draw attention to his 
reforms 

Efforts to brand him a re- 
formertooka hitafterSaudi 
agents close to the crown 
prince killed and dismem¬ 
bered Khashoggi, a Wash¬ 
ington Post columnist who 
was critical of the prince's 
crackdown on dissent. The 
U.S. Senate and U.S. intel¬ 
ligence have blamed the 
crown prince for the killing, 
but Saudi Arabia insists he 
had no involvement. 
Thursday night's concert is 
taking place at the Saudi 
International golf tourna¬ 
ment. The European Tour 
has drawn several of golf's 
biggest stars, including four 
of the top five players in the 
world. 

The purse is $3.5 million, 
though the primary income 
forthese players is appear¬ 
ance money, likely to be in 
the $1 million range for the 
biggest names 
The golfing champions 
signed up to play for the 
European Tour event last 
April, well before Saudi 
agents killed Khashoggi. 
Even so, at least one big- 
name player pulled back. 
UNICEF ambassador Paul 
Casey hasalso said he'd "sit 
this one out. 
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Classic Fusion Tuaniurn Green. 

Titanium case. Self-winding 
chronograph movement. Green 
s Lin ray dial- Green alligator si rap 
stilched (o rubber. 









